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rilliST  AND  BECOrs]:)  ghuhgh  ofi 
ANCIEXT  EASTUA^i. 


EirsL  MiLiisfrrs  of  the  'J'owii.  The! 
Mayos   and   C!'0>;l.tys.     Tht'  Hei/c 
oi'  Coopci-'s  ''The  bp^^"" 


'J'lje  yeai'  in  whieii  tiie  first 
cliurc'h  ff  EasLliain*  was  (ir^:aii izt-d 
is  not  with  certaiiity  Iviiowii,  but 
there  is  reason  to  supi>ose  it  was 
early  constituted.  Tlie  loss  of  the 
eai'ly  ■  chuix'h  records,  and  tlie 
silence  of  thi,>  old  records  of  the 
town  upo[i  the  measures  adopted 
early  to  sustaui  padjli(_^  worship, 
render  una\oidai)K!  a  bi'iet  notice 
of  tiie  prea(diei's  before  the  settle- 
ment of  Mr.  Samuel  'I'l-eat. 

As  fai-  as  it  can  now  be  ascer- 
tained the  first  employed  by  tlie 
early  setllei's  of  Eastham  to  con- 
duct the  puijlic  reliuious  services 
was  Mr.  Jolui  Mayo,  tie  came 
over  from  Eii^huid,  it  is  imdet- 
stood.  about  IG08.  and  he  is  mf'ii- 
lioned  bv  Moi'ton  as  000  of  ibe 


-*The  oM  township  nf  Easthani  embrace(^ 
whar,  [.<  nov/  Orleans,  Eastham  and  Welltleet, 
Weiltleet,  known  as  Bininuygaie,  was  set  otl 
in  1763,  and  Orleans  in  1797. 


munber  of  "godly  ami  aide  :Uos|)el 
preaciiers"  who  "gave  liglU  ui  a 
glorious  and  I'esplendent  manner." 
He  was  at  Barnstable  in  liio^, 
when  Mr.  John  Lothi-Dp  and  his 
company  from  Scituate  aiiiveii, 
and  ha\iiig  been  called  to  the 
position  of  "teacliing  elder''  in  tlie 
church  of  whiciJ  Mi-  Loliu-op  was 
paslor,  be  was  ordained  I'asi  day, 
April  'dh,  1G40.  Mr.  Lothi'Op,  Mr. 
Josepli  Hull  and  ladder  flefiry 
Cobb  assisting'.  He  contim^ied  iiere 
in  comiection  with  jMr.  Lolhi'up's 
church  for  some  time,  wlien  lie 
went  to  Xiuisett,  or  EastiK:im,  aini 
was  employed  to  conjluct  rel'gioiiS 
ser\'ices.  'Jdie  precise  date  of  his 
j-emoval  to  Eastliam  cannot  now 
be  given;  but  it  is  quite  evident 
it  was  not  long  after  the  settle- 
UKMit.  whieh  began  in  1645,  and 
not  in  1044,  as  Pratt  and  Eree- 
man  have  it.  His  services  as  a 
religious  teacher  were  ended  here 
before  NoNcraber  1',  lOGo,  as  at 
this  date  he  })ecame  tkisIoi'  of  the 
second  chiu'ch  in  Boston,  which 
had  t)een  gatliered  June  5.  bTiO. 
in  1064,  Mr.  Increase  Mather  was 
ordained     his    colleague     in  riie 
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ministry,  and  remained  connected 
witli  the  churcii  many  y<'aL-s  alter 
Ur.  Mayo  retired  from  the  pastoral 
Oii'ice.  Mr.  Mayors  retirement  was 
caused  by  the  "infirmities  of  age." 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1072, 
he  became  "very  infirm,  inso- 
much as  the  congregation  was  Hot 
able  to  hear  and  be  edirif.'d;''  and 
tfie  brethren,  desiring  a  ciiangt^ 
in  the  pastoral  office,  h(^  con- 
sented, and  in  the  svunmcr  o!'  U)73 
he  remo\"ed  to  the  Cape,  and  died 
at  Yarmouth  in  May,  loTO,  and 
was  there  buriL'tJ.  His  widow  died 
at  Yarmouth  Feb.  26.  1082. 

But  very  little  indee(]  appears 
relating  to  -All'.  Mayo's  nnnistry  in 
Eastham.  It  is  evident  he  had  no 
settlement  in  the  ministry  there 
for  any  period  of  time.  At  the 
time  he  went  there,  the  settlers 
were  not  in  condition  to  sustain  a 
minister,  and  for  lack  of  propei- 
support,  it  is  probable,  he  felt 
compelled  to  accept  the  i)astorate 
in  Boston,  and  leave  the  Colony 
in  which  he  had  been  admitted  a 
fi-eeman. 

Of  Mr.  Mayo's  children  there 
appears  no  complete  list.  It  is 
certain,  however,  he  had  Samuel, 
Hannah,  Natlianiel,  Elizabeth  and 
John,  who,  douljlless,  were  all  born 
in  England  and  came  o^er  with 
him. 

Samuel  Mayo,  the  eldest  son, 
was  a  ma  liner.  He  married 
Thomasine,  daughter  of  William 
Bumpkins  of  Yarmouth,  who  was 
born  about  the     year     102."3.  He 


settled  fii-st  in  Barnstable.  In 
1053,  with  some  others,  he  re- 
moved to  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island, 
where  he  had  made  large  pur- 
chases of  the  Indians.  From  here, 
about  1058,  he  rtnnoved  to  Bos- 
ton, where  lie  resided  until  his 
death  ill  1603.  His  father,  Mr. 
John  Mayo,  was  appointed'  to 
adminisler  upon  tln^  estate — the 
widow  <l(M'!ining  to  take  out  letters 
— Api-il  20,  100 i.  The.  widow, 
Thomasine.  married  John  Sunder- 
land of  Boston,  in  or  afiout  10()5. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  8i,  June 
13,  1700,  and  lies  buried  in  the 
Brewster  cemetery  beside  her  last 
husband,  Mr,  Smiderhuid,  who 
died  December  20,  1700,  in  his 
85th  yeai-. 

There  is  no  complete  list  of  the 
children  of  Samuel  Mayo.  Recent 
investigation  almost  conciusively 
shows  that  it  was  his  son.  John 
Mayo,  who  married  Hainiah  Free- 
man, dau.uhter  of  Maj.  John  Free- 
man, in  1081,  who  first  settled  in 
Hingham,  and  after  1700  moxed. 
to  Harwich,  now  Brewster,  and 
settled,  and  was  the  first  repre- 
sentative from  Harwicli  to  the 
General  Court  in  1711.  Some  gen- 
ealogists have  put  down  the  Har- 
wich John  Mayo  as  son  of  John 
Mayo  of  Eastham.  Mr.  Sanniel 
Treat,  the  first  settled  nunister 
in  Eastham,  mai'ried  Elizal.teth,  a 
dau^ililei'  of  Samuel  Mavo. 

John  and  Nalhaniel  .Mayo,  the 
other  sons  of  Mr,  John  Mayo, 
settled  ill    Eastham.    The  latter 
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married  Hannah,  daiightor  of  Gov. 
Thomas  Preiice,  and  died  at  East- 
ham  in  1GG3,  leavin.u'  sons  Thomas, 
JVathaniel,  yamiie]  and  Theophilus. 
The  widow,  Hannah,  married  Cap- 
tain Jonallian  Si)arrow.  There 
-are  yet  descendants  of  John  and 
Psathaniel  iMayo  in  t!ie  eoviniy. 

John.  Ma>o,  while  in  the 
ministry  at  Boston,  occupied  a 
brick  house  standing  near  the 
northwest  corner  of  l^rence  anci 
Hanover  streets.  U  was  taken 
down  in  lS8i\  Upon  his  remosal 
to  the  Cape,  ai'ter  l^^aving  the  pas- 
torate, he  sold  it  to  Alexander 
Gording,  a  mariner,  it  was  occu- 
pied after  1688  by  Uev.  Cotton 
Mather  for  some  length  of  time. 
Tiie  lot  upon  which  it  stood  was 
nt'ar  John  Sundm-land's  land.  Mr. 
Sundei'land  removed  to  Eastham 
some  time  after  Mr.  Mayo\s  re- 
mo^al,  wliere  he  died. 

The  immediate  successor  of  Mr. 
Mayo  as  religious  teacht^r  in  East- 
ham  is  not  positi\ely  known.  The 
fii'st,  iiowe\er,  of  whoni  the 
ancieid  records  of  ttic  town  make 
mtMition  was  Mr.  Thomas  Crosby. 
It  is  under  date  of  August  12, 
1G63,  that  liis  salary  of  "fifty 
pounds  per  annum"  was  estab- 
lished "for  carrying  on  the  pui)- 
iic  service  on  the  Eord's  day." 
He  was  boiai  in  England,  and  was 
the  son  of  Simon  Crosby,  who 
came  to  tliis  country  in  UVo'l  and 
settled  in  Cambridge.  He  was  ed- 
ucated at  HaiNai'd  college,  gradu- 
ating in  1003. 


After  leaNing  college,  nntil  he 
was  employed  in  Eastham.  but 
very  little  has  been  said  of  liiui. 
Indeed,  but  little  is  knowji  of  his 
ser\ ices  after    he  became 

teacher  here.  It  is  claimed  that 
he  ol'ficiated  hei/e  as  a  religious 
teacher  until  Mr.  Samuel  Treat 
was  settled:  but  the  ancient 
i-ecot-rfs  of  the  town  are  silent  upon 
the  matter.  He  earh'  [le'eanif  en- 
gaged in  ti'ade.  In  i,>i^cember, 
lOGi,  he  was  j-e]>orted  auif-ng  those 
who  kept  f(jr  sale  liquor,  powder 
and  shot.  While  a  resident  of 
Eastham,  he  resided  near  the  old 
cemetei-y,  now  included  in  the 
present  town,  near  the  old  meet- 
uig-house,  in  tlie  house  «>ccu[ded 
by  Richard  Spaj-i-ow  till  his  death, 
which  he  i^jught  of  the  widow, 
Pandora,  and  her  son.  Jonrtthan 
Spari'ow.  in  Eebi'uary,  iG',*5.  yiv, 
Crosby,  some  time  after  UYJo,  be- 
came a  resideid  of  that  {-art  of 
Harwich  now  Brewster.  Here  he 
engaged  in  tlie  mercaidile  business. 
He  was  one  of  the  founder-,  of  the 
church  in  that  part  of  life  town 
in  1700,  of  which  Mr.  Natlianiel 
Stone  became  pastor  immediately 
after  its  oi'ganization.  kle  dieii 
in  Boston,  while  there  on  business, 
June  13,  1702.  By  wife  Sarah  he 
had  twelve  childnni.  viz.:  Thomas, 
Simon,  Sarah,  Josepli,  Jolm  (who. 
died  in  infaney),  John.  William, 
Ebenezer,  Mercy,  Aime,  Jiicrease 
and  Eleazer.  Thc^  Johns  were 
twins,  and  Mercy,  Anne  and  In- 
crease, "born  Aitril  14  and  15,  in 
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the  year  1078."  were  triplets.  The 
widow,  Sarah,  became  the  wite  of 
Mr.  Jului  Milh^r  of  Yarmouth. 
April  1703.  From  Mi'.  Crosby 
have  deset'iided  all  of  tlie  surname 
on  the  Cape. 

Thomas  Crosby,  a  grandson  oi 
Mr.  Cros)»y,  who  marricil  l-jizaljeih 
Hopkins  of  llarwirii,  August  i*. 
1733,  ami  removed  a!if:»ui  1753, 
witli  his  large  i'auiily,  to  what  is 
now  Cai'mt'l,  l^utm.ui  county,  was 
the  father  of  Enoch  Crosiiy,  the 
hero  of  Cooper's  ntnel,  "The  tSi>y: 
a  tale  of  the  Neutral  Ground," 
and  also  hero  of  the  ''Spy  Un- 
masked,'' iiy  H.  L.  Barnum.  Mr. 
Crosby,  th(3  'Tiarvey  Bii'ch"  of  the 
tale,  was  born  in  what  is  now 
Brewstei',  DeciMiiber  25.  17U>,  and 
baptized  i December  31  following-. 
He  was  the  se\enth  child.  The 
part  he  bore  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  in  behalf  of  the  Colom'es  in 
the  secret  service,  is  given  m 
Barnum's  "Spy  Unmasked,  or 
Memoirs  of  Enoch  Crosby,  alias 
Harvey  Birch."  Emjch  (Jlroshy 
died  near  Brewster,  t^itman  coun- 
ty, N.  v.,  .June  20,  1.S35,  and  lies 
buried  in  tiie  oM  Gilead  cemetery, 
where  his  parents  were  interred. 
A  rnar})le  slab,  with  inscidption, 
marks  the  spot. 


NO.  2. 

Rev.  Samuel  Treat,  and  His  Min- 
istry. His  Interest  in  th<'  hi- 
dians.  His  Farm,  novr  tin* 
Knowles  Estate,  etc. 


Th<_'  first  minis! er  aft'']-  Mr- 
Cj-osf)y,  of  which  any  mention  is 
maijs"  in  the  Eastham  rocrds.  was 
Mr.  Sanniel  Treat;  l)ut  the  year 
of  ids  settlemiMiL  is  unknown,  as 
no  records  of  tlie  cliuridi  >d'  that 
period  are  extant.  Re\'.  James 
c'reeman,  in  his;  sket<di  <;»f  East- 
fiam.  in  th<}  oigiitli  \olume  of  (he 
I'^dliM'tions  of  the  Massachusetts 
society,  gives  the  year  lo;2.  and 
tiiat  no  OIK?  miglit  be  misie.l.  in  a 
foot  note,  gave  as  liis  authority 
Mr.  Treat's  gravestone,  which 
slates  he  died  in  1717,  after  a 
■'s}>;ice  of  fo!'ty-f  i\e  yeai's"  in 
ViUi  ministry.  i'i-om  his  quoting 
tin?  ski  to  mi'!  It  ui)on  liis  ;^['a  vest  one, 
it  is  ex'idont  Roy,  Mr,  J-'i't-finan,. 
ill  his  zi'rdous  poi-suit  attei;  faid.s 
for  liis  iiit'M'esi  inii  sketcl',  fouiid 
no  roi'oi'd  ()(■  tus  ministry  or  any 
writiiiu-  extant  '-:i\niru'  tije  exact 
(\i\U\  Mr  Pralt.  who  (Jri'w  Iai',-:ely 
f'L'om  this  skettdi  for  liis  bistory 
<»f  Easthaui.  and  Mi'.  rre"inan, 
who  copird  fi'inp.  Mi/att  and  J-'ree- 
man  without  i^i\in,-  audtnji-ity, 
agree  that  tlie  year  was  1072, 
while-  the  aiu'ient  records  of  the 
town  ai'o  silent  as  to  the  i precise 
date,  and  yet  pointing'  to  a  rlate 
of  liis  settlemciil  in  the  ininisti-y 
here  sevei'al  yeai's  later.  The 
gra\estoiie  inscL'i[»tion  is  doubt- 
less cori'iM't.  as  to  the  len.i^th  of 
time  he  was  in  the  ministiy.  Init 
it  was  not  intendi'd  to  show  that 
was  the  Sparc  of  time  jjo  was  en- 
gajjed  ill  Eastham.  bVoiii  what 
has  been  galhei'od,  Mr.  Treat  was 
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Dot  settled  in  Ensihain  murli 
earlier  than  the  lattci-  part  ot  the 
year  1073.*  The  rohowiim  I'roin 
the  original  book  ot  reeorils  'd' 
Eastham  sliows  that  hr  was  noi 
settled  April  tl,  iG;3.  tiioiigii  the 
town  had  evidiiiitly  expecled  h:' 
migiit  he  induced  to  settle;  and 
what  he  or  any  oIolm  rniiusiei- 
might  expect  in  CMse  ot  seith'- 
ment:  '4(373.  At  a  town  niei'tin,:^' 
the  11th  ot  April,  it  is  aur^ed  j.y 
the  inliahitaiits  ot  Ihf'  town  that  if 
it  please  <lod  to  hidim  Air.  Trcai 
to  settle  amongst  us  ui  respect  of 
carrying  on  the  pui)lic  worsliip  of 
God  amongst  us  in  an  etfici^'nt 
way,  they  are  willurg  and  do 
promise  to  ailow  iiini  ritty  poaiids 
and  every  family  a  sutticieiit  load 
of  wooil  hrought  to  his  house  or 
place  of  residence,  per  annum.'" 
At  the  same  meeting  the  town,  as 
further  inducement  to  the  settle- 
ment, (it  the  minister,  agreed  to 
resei'V(3  foi"  "the  support  of  snch 
person  oi'  ixM'sons  as"  should  "i)e 
engaged  in  th*'  wovk  of  (lie  min- 
istry amongst"  thtna:  the  "piece 
of  upland  and  meadow  given  to 
the  ttjwn  })y  Ahmaseth  Kenu»ton" 
of  Plymouth,  lyinu  m  Knstham: 
the  upland  and  meadow  houpht  of 


''Since  this  statetrent  was  made,  the  writer 
hasfound  that  Mr.  Treat  vv  as  ordaiued  March 
17,  1675.  The  Plvmouth  Church  Records  have 
the  following  entry  regarding  the  ordination: 
"In  March,  1G75.  the  chun-h  <.f  f:a.stham  sent 
to  our  chh,  for  mes.senj^ers.  ro  be  with  them 
at  their  ordination  ot  Mr.  .Samuel  Treat  to  fie 
their  Pastor;  the  chh  .seur  the  Pastor,  Ehler 
&  Deac  on  Finney  who  attended  that  .service, 
March  17." 


John  YounL:;"  "tliree  acres  of 
nu-aiJow  caili'd  Mill  Moadow:""  "Mie 
isiantj  at  Billmgsgate,  cailed  Idcu- 
ttdiaiit's  island,  with  tiie  meadow 
adiout  it:"  th(3  "iiroIs.Mi  liiai-sh  in 
the  .i^i/eat  meadow"  not  laid  out; 
an<l  "twiity  acres  of  upland  at 
the  hf'a<f  <jf  the  cove  calied  Town 
Co\'e." 

Tiio  Town  Co\e  lot.  which,  is 
now  iiicluded  in  th<3  town  ot  Or- 
I'-ans.  v/as  tile  tract  upon  which 
tiic  town  intended  to  tcoild  the 
mir, ist(-d-"s  fiouse,  but  Mw  'i'reat 
up(.)n  his  seitlement,  having  de- 
(ddfd  to  reside  upon  aiKither  lot 
wliich  was  ne;iJ'(M'  to  the  meeting- 
house, between  the  land  (ji  Nich- 
olas Snow  and  Steidien  Aiwood, 
he  was  allowcii  tiie  pri.\"iie^e,  and 
after  many  years  the  t<jv»'ji,  upon 
Mr.  Treat  relinquishing  his  idght, 
Sold  it.  After  17U9  a  porti^.-u  of 
it  was  within  the  limits  of  Samuel 
Ivnowles's  farm.  Air.  I^ratt  in 
history  of  Eastham  states  tliat  ^Ir. 
Treat  settled  upon  it,  and  tiiaL  lb 
l)ecame  the  farm  of  JaniL-s  II. 
Knowles.  Mr.  Pratt  was  niislakeri 
respecting  the  location  of  the 
tract,  though  undoubtedly  correct 
in  respect  to  tir  (then)  possessor 
of  Mr.  Treat's  farm. 

At  first  the  parcels  of  lan.d 
granted  for  th*^  minister's  use 
were  not  gi\en  in  fee  simple  to 
Mr.  Treat  as  has  been  stated,  it 
was  many  years  after  his  ordina- 
tion that  full  title  was  given, 
'idle  ui)hni.l  and  meado\\-  gi\en 
the  ciiurch  by  .Aianasseh  ]\emi)ton 
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in  1662,  at  the  suggestion  of 
his  friend,  Gov.  Prence,  was  never 
given  in  fee  simple  to  him.  It 
being  given  to  the  church  for  the 
use  of  the  ministry,  it  was  re- 
served and  other  ministers,  beside 
Mr.  Treat,  who  labored  here,  liad 
use  of  it.  It  comprised  upUujd 
and  meadow,  and  contained  little 
over  six  acres,  and  according  to 
the  records,  a  little  more  than  one 
acre  was  meadow.  It  is  mentioned 
in  the  records  as  lying  near  "Fort 
Hill,"  and  undoubtedly  was  near 
other  parcels  of  lana  in  Mr. 
Treat's  use  included  Vvilhin  the 
limits  of  the  present  town  of  East- 
ham. 

Mr.  Kemp  ton,  who  has  been  by 
several  local  historians  called  an 
Indian,  was  a  respectable  citizen 
of  Plymouth,  of  English  parentage 
and  was  glad,  he  says  in  his 
letter  to  Gov.  Thomas  Preiice,  at 
whose  suggestion  the  gift  was 
made,  of  having  the  opportunity 
to  "be  usefull  to  God"s  people 
either  in  this  or  any  other  way.'' 

Mr.  Treat  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Gov.  Robert  Treat  of  Milford, 
Conn.,  who  was  fattier  of  twenty- 
one  children,  and  grandson  of  Hon. 
Richard  Treat  of  Weathersfield  in 
that  state.  He  was  born  in  16  i8, 
and  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
college  in  1669.  In  J 670  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  resident  of 
Newark,  N.  J.,  where  his  lather 
was  then  residing;  and  as  the 
people  of  Woodbridge  desired 
their  committee  .  to  in\  ite  eitliei- 


Mr.  Peck  of  Elizabethtown  or  Mr. 
Samuel  Treat,  "to  preach  six  or 
se\'en  months,"  it  is  inferred  he 
had,  or  well  nigh  completed  iil3 
preparatory  studies  for  the  min- 
istry. 

During  the  early  period  of  his 
pastorate  at  Eastham,  Mr.  Treat 
was  deeply  interested  in  the  tem» 
poral  and  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
Indians  within  the  township  and 
places  adjacent,  and  when  Mr. 
Richard  Bourne,  the  pioneer  in 
the  work,  withdrew^  from  the  field 
of  lahor  belov/  Yarmouth,  he  very 
zealously  continued  tlie  work  Vvith 
considei'able  success,  having  be- 
come, by  earnest  study,  familiar 
with  Indian  dialect.  For  the  ed- 
ification of  his  converts,  "he  was 
at  the  pains  to  translate  the  Con- 
t>ssion  of  Faith  into  the  Nauset 
language,"  which  was  printed.  A 
copy  of  it  was  seen  by  Ibn'. 
Dr.  Freeman,  some  time  before 
the  commencement  of  the  present 
century,  it  being  in  the  possession 
of  Miss  Eunice  Paine,  sister  <:tf 
Hon.  Robert  Treat  Paine,  and  the 
granddaughter  of  the  lranslat.M\ 
For  his  sei-xices  in  behalf  of  tln> 
Indians,  he  was  remunerated  l)y 
the  society  in  England  for  tlie 
pL'opagalion  of  the  gospel  amoiig 
the  Indians  of  New  England. 

Mr.  1'j-eat's  parisli  was  somewhat 
exteiuUMj,  but  lie  was  enabled  by 
a  fii-ni  and  vigorous  constitution 
to  attend  to  all  ministerial  duties, 
and  devote  time  and  attention  to 
trade,  in  which  he  was  engaged, 


HISTORICAL  PAPERS 


to  add  to  the  means  ol'  his  sup- 
port. A  few  years  before  his 
death  he  received  a  paralytic 
shock.  The  second  sliock  tei'min- 
ated  his  life,  ?^larch  J 8,  171G-]7.  in 
the  G9th  year  of  his  age.  Tlic 
snow  which  had  fallen  dni'inj?  tlK' 
succession  of  i*emarka)jle  stornrs 
of  that  century,  in  February,  was 
heaped  up  to  an  unronnnon  hri^iht 
over  the  whole  township  at  thi' 
time  of  his  death,  and  the  time 
of  his  burial  was  postponed  till 
the  completion  of  an  arch  thi-ougli 
the  snow  di'ifts,  through  which  to 
bear  his  body  to  the  grave.  Upon 
its  completion,  it  is  said,  the  In- 
dians at  their  request,  were  per- 
mitted to  assist  in  Ijearing  the  re- 
mains of  their  friend  to  the  grave 
as  their  last  tribute  of  respect. 
The  grave  of  Mr.  Treat  is  yet. 
marked  in  the  oldest  cemetery  in 
Eastham  by  two  stones  with  in- 
scriptions. The  old  slate  stone 
erected  soon  after  his  death  has 
this  inscription: 

"Here  lies  interred  ye  body  of  ye 
late  learned  and  RevVI  Mr.  Samuel 
Treat,  ye  pious  and  faithful  pastor 
of  this  church,  who,  after  a  very 
zealous  discharge  of  his  ministry, 
for  ye  space  of  45  years,  and  a 
laborious  travail  for  ye  souls  of 
ye  Indian  natives,  fell  asletT^)  in 
Christ,  March  ye  i8th,  1710-17,  in 
ye  09  yea  I'  of  his  age." 

Mr.  Treat  was  twire  mai'rie*]. 
His  first  wife  was  Kli/abclh  Mayo, 
to  whom  he  was  mari-icd  March  10, 
]07i.    She  died  at  Eastham,  in  her 


-i4th  year,  December  4,  1696.  1^'or 
his  Second  wife  he  married  Mrs. 
Abigail  Easterbrook,  daugiiter  of 
Rev.  Samuel  Willard  of  Boston, 
August  -J'J,  1700.  She  survived  her 
Irusband,  and  died  December  21, 
i7i6.  It  is  said  she  "made  the 
idiaractcr  of  her  deceased  husband 
a  frequent  subject  of  conversa- 
tion,'' and  it  was  from  her  grand- 
childi-en,  especially  from  the  eld- 
est, Mrs.  Abigail  Greenleaf,  that 
the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Freeman  of 
King's  Chapel,  Boston,  obtained 
■■jnany  of  the  facts  in  the  life  arid 
character  of  Mr.  Treat."  Mrs. 
Greenleaf,  at  the  death  of  her 
gi'andmother,  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age. 

The  children  by  the  first  wife 
were:  Jane,  born  in  1675,  mari'ied 
Oct.  11,  1694,  Constant  I'reeman  of 
Eastham,  who  settled  in  Truro; 
and  from  whom  descended  Rev. 
Dr.  James  Freeman,  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Mass.  Hist,  society, 
and  a  well-known  Unitarian  min- 
ister; Elizabeth,  born  in  1676,  who 

married    Snow  of  Eastham; 

Sarah,  born  in  1678,  who  married 
Thomas  Rogers  of  Eastham  in 
1700,  and  who  settled  in  Truro; 
Samuel,  born  in  1680,  who  mar- 
ried Joanna  Vickerie  in  1708  and 
settled  in  Truro;  Mary,  born  in 
1682,  who  married  John  Rich  in 
1700;  Robert,  born  in  1683,  who 
died  of  a  fever.  May  1,  1701;  Ab- 
igail, born  in  iOSG,  who  married 
Richard  Stevens  in  1708  and  re- 
sid<Ml  in  Truro;  Joseph,  born  in 
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1G90,  who  married  twice  and 
settled  in  Boston,  wliere  he  died 
in  1756;  Joshua,  born  m  wdio 
married  Mercy  Higgins  and  died 
in  1753  ill  Easthani;  John,  born 
in  .  1693,  wiio  married  Abigail 
Young  in  1716  and  settled  in  East- 
ham;  Nathaniel,  born  in  1094,  wdio 
married  Mary  Lyons,  a  lady  of 
English  birth  wdio  died  in  1791, 
"aged  about  95;"  Eunice,  by 
second  wdfe,  born  September  27, 
4704,  (mother  of  Hon.  flobert 
Treat  Paine,  the  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence)  who 
married  Rev.  Thomas  Paine,  a 
native  of  Barnstable,  April  21,  1721, 
and  died  Oct.  7,  1747;  Robert,  born 
Jan.  21,  1706-7,  who  died  of  a 
fever  while  an  undergraduate  of 
Harvard,  at  the  age  of  17  years, 
Feb.  26,  1724,  being  the  only  son 
of  the  minister  who  entered  col- 
lege. From  wdiat  has  been 
learned,  Mrs.  Treat  and  her  chil- 
dren removed  soon  after  the  min- 
ister's death  from  Eastham. 
3  Ministers. 

Mr.  Treat's  farm  comprised  then, 
as  it  does  now,  the  very  best  land 
in  Eastham.  It  contained  about 
twenty  acres,  and  is  now^  in  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  Seth  Knowdes.  The 
boundaries  are  yet  well  defined. 
A  stone  marked  with  the  letter  T 
set  at  the  order  of  Mr.  'J'reat,  if 
not  by  his  own  hands,  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  his  premises, 
is  yet  standing.  The  she  of  his 
house  is  pointed  out  on  the  rising 
ground  near  the  meadow,  south- 


eastei'ly  of  Mr.  Ivnowles's  house, 
and  not  a  great  distance  northerly 
from  the  "brook"  or  small  stream 
that  flows  out  of  the  cedar  swamp, 
wdiich  formerly  divided  tiia 
Prence  and  Treat  farms.  One 
standing  on  the  high  ground  over- 
looking Mr.  Treat's  farm  and  the 
ocean,  and  the  territory  once  bo- 
longing  to  Gov.  Prence,  and  after 
him  to  Deacon  Samuel  Freeman, 
over  the  "brook,"  or  passing  over 
the  productive  farms  and  observ- 
ing the  richness  of  the  the  soil, 
will  not  longer  wonder  what  led 
Mr.  Treat  to  choose  the  tract  for 
his  homestead  instead  of  the 
twenty  acres  at  the  head  of  the 
Cove  whicli  were  gixen  him  by 
the  town  to  build  upon  if  he  so 
cliose.  The  whole  farm,  it  is 
understood,  has  been  in  the 
Ivnowles's  possession  since  the 
heirs  of  Mr.  Treat  sold  it. 


NO.  3. 

First  Place  of  Meeting.  Second 
Meeting  House.  Two  Places  of 
Meeting  Required.  Mr.  Treat's 
I)eacons.  Deacon  Twining  Joined 
the  Friends. 

The  meeting-house  in  which  Mi'. 
Treat  first  held  service  W'as  the 
same  one  in  which  Mi'.  Mayo  an<l 
Ml'.  Crosby  conducted  rfliiuous 
ser\ices.  It  was  a  sni'ad  slructure, 
IwtMily  feet  square,  with  a 
thatched  root,  and  stood  not  far 
from  the  first  old  cemetery,  oii 
the  same  side  of    the  highway. 
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The  recoiNts  show,  as  late  as  lOTT, 
John  Siiiilh  was  e!iiplu>e<i  "lo  L'e' 
thaLch"  and  repair  fhe  liieetiii^'- 
iiOLise  therewith,  ''where  it  needed 
tiiatchiij.L"-/'  III  1078,  the  old  house 
ul  wersiiip  was  eo!isidereil  limit 
lor  use,  and  a  coriiinif tef.%  e;_'iisisl- 
iny  <-d'  Saniiud  J-'reeLiian,  Jtaiaihan 
SlKiri-ow,  Thojiias  I'aiiio  an(i  Jolin 
Doane,  Jr..  was  ehosi.-ii  ]jy  the 
towih  to  Iraild  a  n-'W  ine<din,-:- 
house.  It  was  ereci^Mj  vijx.n  [ijf 
spot  S'deeted  hy  the  town  '"at  tie 
head  of  (doodnian,  Wdlriains's  ui'i 
field,"  wliei'e  iie  tlieu  li\e<i.  a..d 
the  town  fuliilled  its  eoniract  wiih 
tile  eotninittee.  dde.'  house  liaO  a 
belfry  added  in  1G81  ■"to  iiang-  fiie 
bell  ill."  it  was  not  a  very  ex- 
pensive one,  as  tlie  sum  o!'  only 
"four  jjounds"  v^as  (n'ijcj-i'd  tu  i^e 
paid  fur  its  c<)nst riici mn.  Wdjctii- 
er  tile  town  piu'idiasctl  tlie  iieil 
and  liad  it  iuinu:-,  ti'adiiiuii  is  silinii. 
In  tiie  year  idjo,  ilie  iiouse  was 
eidarged  "sixteen  ffet  in  bredth,'' 
niakin.L;:  it  square.  Mr.  Isra^d 
CoU?  and  Johw  J^aine  had  ilie  over- 
si^lit  of  tile  work  at  tlie  expense 
of  ttie  town. 

The  inei'ease  in  the  number  of 
attendants  reni.ieieiJ  it  le'Ct'Ssary  in 
1718  to  make  jjetter  [)ro\isi()ns  for 
their  aeeommudation,  whirh  re- 
sulted finally  in  a  vote  to  build 
Iwn  iKHise's  uf  woi'sliip;  one  at 
P(jreheL,  iiuw  East  Orleans,  and 
the  other  at  tiie  fIeridn.,L:-  pond, 
near  the  iiouse  of  Janites  Mayo, 
then  deceased.  L'lion  the  er*"ctiun 
ol'  the  proi)Osed  house  of  woi'ship 


for  the  nutlijle  parisii  in  1719  at 
the  Herrin'^'  pomj,  the  'jid  house 
vra.s  puiU'ii  dov/n.  !t  is  reported 
that  some  poi-tion  of  its  irame  was 
]>ut  into  tlie  house  now  oecupied 
ijy  -Mr.  John  Snow  of  tjrleans. 

in.  loUO,  the  meeting-liouse  of 
tile  mi<ldle  sotdety  underwent  I'e- 
i»aii's.  and  in  i^2'J-  it  was  demol- 
ished, the  soeiely  haviny  built  a. 
(M.,mmo;_lious  house  some  distance 
northwai'dly,  on  the  west  side  of 
ihi'  county  road,  t:)  bettei'  acconi- 
iri<»date  the  wiiole  society. 

The  old  house  at  tiie  Herri n!:i- 
pond  stood  in  tiic  northeast  coj-n.-r 
of  the  cem'-tery.  Mr.  Ileman 
i»oane,  the  bard  of  Easihain,  wlio 
dn-d  a  sin 'id  time  since,  i^uve  in 
\'*'rs('  a  reminisc*n^ce  of  the  eld 
house,  "dimi^-wurn  and  gray,'^ 
whicli  fronted  ea>t  "on  th-'  ]vina''s 
lii-hway."  in  which  ■  only  Webb. 
Cheever  and  Shaw  had  'repulai'ly 
preached.  Its  demoliteai  .ua.  ^e 
rise  to  deep  i'eelin.jj.s  ot  re-:j-et 
among-  th*'  aped  pajdshiiiiiOi's.  Oiie 
of  tlnnn  so  filh'd  with  r.-vei-<^!;ce, 
Vviu^se  nit'moi'y  "so  dun;.;  to  that 
hallowed  spot,"  could  not  be 
rt'strained  from  going  to  the 
(diui'(di  yard  tho  Sabbath  follow- 
ing its  rtMn(t\al,  to  speinl  the  usual 
di'voliomd  hours  near  the  site  of 
liis  pew.  No  doubt,  he  telt  as  diii 
the  old  liard  in  afler  yeai'S,  at  the 
recollections  of  the  sam(^  obi 
churcli  edifice,  wht'n   he  said: 

"I     have    seen     s[)bMidid  temples 
with  lotty  sb-i'ple. 
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'■With  soft  cushioned    seats,  filled 

with  fashion-clad  people; 
But  none  on  the  tablet  of  memory 
will  stay 

-Like  that  old  gray  churcli  by  tlie 
king's  highway." 

The  deacons  who  officiated 
during  Mr.  'J'reat's  pastorate  wei/e, 
.John  Doane,  Samuel  I'reenian.  Jo- 
siah  Cooke,  Daniel  Doane,  William 
Twining,  John  I^aine  and  Joseph 
Doane. 

The  apostacy    of    Mr.  'Jwiiiinj^ 
while  holdiiig  the  office  of  deacoii, 
and  his  removal  with  a  porlioii  of 
his  respectable  family  to  the  banks 
-of  the  Delaware,  in  Pennsylvania. 

•  to  join  the  Society  of  Friends  and 
become  the  exponent  of  the  pecu- 
iiar  views  of  George    1^'ox,  must 

.have  given  rise  to  much  comment 
in  the  puritanical  town.  Wlial 
led  to  his  apostacy,  and  to  his  re- 

•  moval  to  the  far-off  Quaker  set- 
tlement in  his  old  age,  when  there 

'■were  others  of  his  belief  in  Mr. 
Treat's  parish,  is.  at  this  distance 

■  of  time,  past  conjecture.  But  he 
did  not  long  have  the  pleasuj-es 
of  his  new  home,  as  death  closed 
his  earthly  career  November  o. 
.1703.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Deane,  survived 
him  and  died  Dec.  2S,  1708.  His 
will  is  dated  at  New  town  "ye  21) 
of  foui'th  mouth  in  year  10i)7.'' 
Mr.  Twining  had  two  sons,  Steplieii 

■  and  William.  Stephen  with  his 
family  of  children  remo\  ed  at  I  he 
Jimc  his  father  went,  and  became 


a  leading  man  in  the  settlement, 
where  he  died  in  1715.  William 
and  a  sister,  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  John  Rogers,  remained  in  I^ast- 
lutm,  and  their  father  remembered 
them  in  his  will,  leaving  them  his 
estate  hi  Barnstable  county.  Jjea- 
con  Twiniiig,  it  appears,  as  well 
as  his  son  Stephen,  opposed  the 
liquor  traffic  in  the  settlement, 
and  asked  that  it  might  be  re- 
stricted, among  the  Indians. 


NO.  4. 

Mr.  Osborn  at  the  South  Parish; 
His  Stirring  Career  and  Varied 
Labors;  His  Posterity. 


Efforts  were  made,  soon  after 
Mr.  Treat's  death,  to  secure  the 
settlement  of  a  minister.  Se\eral 
candidates  were  heard.  Prominent 
among  them  were  Mr.  Joseph  Lord 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Osboi-n.  Mr.  Lord 
had  recently  returned  from  his 
field  of  labor  in  South  Carolina, 
where  he  had  been  since  1695.  He 
was  heard  only  a  few  Sabbaths. 
He  was  settled  in  Chatham  as 
successor  of  Rev.  Hugh  Adams, 
where  he  died  in  the  pastoral  of- 
fice in  1748.  ,Mr.  Osborn  was 
heard  for  several  months  as  a 
candidate,  and  a  call  was  extended 
to  him  by  the  church.  May  19, 
1718,  with  much  unanimity,  which 
he  accepted,  and  he  was  ordaine(i 
Sept.'mber  18,  1718.  He  com- 
menced his  labors  in  the  old 
meeting-house  which  stood  near 
the  oldest  cemetery  in  the  present 
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town  of  Easniarn,  Lnill  in  iO:.s, 
Jjut  ill  I  Til;),  upon  til*:'  coinpletio!! 
of  the  meeting-house  in  SonUi 
East  ham,  upon  the  site  of  tiic 
present  Congregational  meetiiip- 
house  in  Orleans,  ami  upon  the 
division  of  the  ehiircii,  tie  chose 
to  remove  and  occupy  the  new 
edifice,  and  hecom<^  pastor  of  this 
branch  of  the  churcli,  it  ttien  rei'- 
resenting  the  parent  cliurch,  li!;- 
ei-ty  haviiig  been  gi^"en  liim  td 
make  his  choice.  Here  lie  con- 
tinued acfively  ensraged  in  the 
ministry  until  troui>l.'  ai'tise  be- 
tween him  and  the  cliurcli, 
respecting  doctrinal  points,  which 
finally  ended  in  his  iorrnal  'li^nii>- 
sal  by  the  church,  X(:'^"enibe^•  I'ti. 
1738,  after  a  full  trial.  His  ac- 
cusers it  seems  br.oir-lit  lejthi'!,- 
to  prove  any  immoral  conduct 
while  in  the  ministry;  but  they 
thought,  as  did  tin^  '•venerable 
councir'  convened  June  2s,  173«s, 
that  his  "unguarded  expressions'" 
concerning  "God  and  his  mni-al 
perfections,  as  also  concerniiig 
election,  redi'mption,  and  other 
like  tenets  of  tlie  holy  faitli." 
wei-e  enough  to  disqualify  him 
from  hnlding  the  pastoi'al  office. 
The  leaders  in  the  trial  for  heresy 
appear  to  have  been  men  of 
prorninenee  in  the  town.  Two  ol 
tliem— Josepli  Doaiie  and  Nathan- 
iel Freeman,  Esq., — were  men  ot 
intelligence  and  lai'ge  ini'luence: 
and  it  is  safe  to  venture  ttie 
opinion  that,  after  having  so  many 
years  listened  to    so    radical  an 


expontnit  of  all  tlie  sharp  points 
of  Cahinism  as  Mr.  Treat,  they 
j  should  not  fail  to  discover  the 
gradiud  changing  oi  the  docirin;il 
views  of  their  fiiiely  educated 
minister  from  those  maintained  by 
tlie  sti'ict  Cahinists.  and  his  lean- 
ing towards  l^elagianism.  and  re- 
gret the  cause  that  had  compelled 
tht'iii  to  ask  his  liisniissioii  fre.m 
tile  pu'pit  to  whii-ii  he  first  carne 
ninj;-iepn  years  befoi'e,  to  lead  tiie 
parent  church,  from  which  time 
this  bfan.eh   has  bi'tm  known. 

Aftr-r  liis  disniis-ion  Me.  Usborn 
bfM.'ame  again  a  school  master,  and 
taught  school  in  Txjslon  and  otiier 
.  plaCi'S  'idiere  is  a  trajlition  ami^ng 
his  desci.Midants  in  Barrin.^ston.  N. 
S.,  that  f(>r  awhile  he  was  a  res- 
iijeiit  of  that  place,  in  the  list  of 
tile  oi'iginai  proprietors  of  that 
t<)wnshi[)  The  name  of  Samuel  Os- 
burn  ai>pears,  as  also  iti  the  cen- 
sus of  J 770,  but  wh»'tiier  tliis 
h^amuel  Osborn  was  the  ejected 
minister,  it  cannot  be  determined. 
Mr.  Osborn  was  "a  man  of  wi-dom 
and  virtue."  He  contriijuted  much 
to  the  temporal,  if  he  di<i  not  to 
the  spiidtual  wants  of  his  people, 
"by  introducing  new  impi'ovements 
in  agriculture,  and  by  setting 
tlnnn  the  example  of  economy  and 
industry."  From  him,  it  is  said, 
his  pai'ishioners  leaiaied  the  prep- 
aration of  peat  for  fuel. 

There  are  conflicting  accounts, 
of  Mi\  OsboriTs  birthvdace  and 
phice  ot  education,  as  well  as  tiio 
time  and  place  of  iiis  death,  hew 
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James  Freeman,  who  made  a  lit- 
tle in\estigation  as  to  iiis  iile 
jjefore  1802,  says  "he  W9S  boru  in 
Ireland  and  educated  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin/'  Mr.  Osborn's 
.grandson,  Israel  Doane,  who  di«;d 
very  aged  in  18ii,  at  Argyle,  .Nova 
Scotia,  in  his  brief  and  interest- 
ing notice  of  his  graiHilatlier  Os- 
born  and  family,  states  that  "he 
was  born  of  Irish  parents  in  IScnt- 
land,  and  was  educated  at  (_i las- 
go  w,  and  at  the  age  of  22  came 
over  to  America,'"  landiiig  "hi 
Boston  in  New  Kiigkuid."'  and 
"died  in  Boston  aitout  the  year 
17 7  i."'  J  )r.  I'i'eemaii  says,  at  his 
death — the  year  lie  does  not  ,:-;ive 
—he  was  between  iiuiety  and  a 
liun.dred"  years  old. 

It  a])iit.'ar.s  that  his  tirst  engage- 
ment to  teach  school  in  this  coun- 
ty was  at  Sandwich  in  1712,  be- 
ing- then  "lat(dy  of  Edgartown." 
In  1713,  he  was  engnued  to  teach 
in  Harwi -h,  and  while  there,  with 
wife,  witnessed  the  will  of  Jvenelm 
Winslow,  which  beaj-s  date  Jan. 
12,  1712-13.  In  th.'  Harwich  rec- 
oi'ds  Ins  name  is  written  "Ashon."' 
He  pL'ohahly  was  a  Sidmolmast er 
aftei-  Ihi.s  date  in  Sandwich.  /d 
the  time  of  his  call,  m  tin'  latter 
part  of  the  year  1717,  to  the  min- 
istry at  East  ham,  he  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Plymouth,  and  engaged 
in  school  tcachint:.  He  ^axc  up 
his  scluMtl  ill  order  to  .■?up[)i>'  lie' 
pulpit  as  i[  candidatt\  Mr.  Uich- 
ard  Knowles  bri.iiuht  hi.-;  tamilN' 
.and  goods  from    that    i)lace,  and 


was  allowed  two  pounds  and  ten 
siiillings. 

Mr.  Usiiorii  was  twice  married. 
His  first  wife  was  Jedidah  Smith 
of  Edgai'town,  whom  he  married 
Jan.  1,  1710.  His  second  wife  was 
Experience,  widow  of  IjHsha  Hop- 
kins, a  merchaid.  of  (Chatham,  with 
whom  he  was  ii\iiig  at  Nantucket 
in  IMO,  and  to  whom  he  was 
mai'rie(J  after  17  i2,  as  that  >  ear 
Ml'.  Hopkins  died,  Mr.  Ost»orn's 
children  wiM'e :  Sarah,  who  mar- 
I'ied  Ephraim  Moton  of  Hl> - 
mouth:  J(.»iui,  boin  in  1712.  who 
marrie<j  Ann  Doane  of  Chatham, 
and  died  in  Middletown,  Conn,,  in 
1753.  aged  in  years;  Mary,  bap.  in 
Harwich  in  1718;  Elizabetli.  iMjrn 
m  1710,  who  was  thi-ee  times  mar- 
rieil,  died  in  l>arrington.  N.  S., 
in  17t>8;  Alh.uail,  who  married 
John  Homer  in  17iO;  and  Samuel. 

John  Osborn,  who  it  is  claimed 
was  jjoru  in  Sandwich,  wa.^  edu- 
cated at  Har\ard  college,  and 
graduated  in  1  725.  He  studied  for 
the  ministry,  at  his  father's  de- 
sire, but  his  "tidal  sei'iuon.  de- 
li\"ered  in  pi'esence  of  a  nmniier 
cd'  cleigynieii,  was  adjudgeil  not 
orthodox,  though  well  prepai'ed, 
and  hi>  lather  encouraged  him  to 
preitare  for  the  practice  of  med- 
icine, as  his  inclinations  were  in 
that  direction.  INhu'ryim:  Ann, 
dau,L:hler  of  'I'tioiiias  Doane.  he* 
jno\cd  to  Middletown.  (.loini..  whei-e 
he  was  a  i)hysi(dan  ot  emi)iencL\ 
Hr  was  a  man  of  fine  schohi.slic 
attainments.     He   had   a    taste  lor 
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poeti-y,  and  several  ol'  liis  poetic 
eflusiDiis  gained  Tor  him  some 
celcLirily  at  a  poet.  H*;  died  May 
31,  17i)c,  and  was  buried  in  what 
IS  now  the  Riverside  burying 
grounil,  in  MiiJdh-tciwii.  wlierr  a 
muiiuiiMMit  marks  iiie  spot.  He 
had  six  eiiilch'en.  John,  his  eldest 
son,  ]ioi'\[  in  Jlii  ami  dying  in 
was  an  enninmt  j)hysieiaii. 
as  wt'd  as  his  son,  I  Joiin 
Cheveis  Osboiai,  wiio  mai'rit'd 
Luey  T.  Payne,  sister  of  Jolni 
Howarr'  J/'ayne,  his  raMit'i'^s  cousni, 
and  died  at  St.  Thomas  in  181L). 
on^  hi.-,  passage  to  b^f.  Croix  for 
the   benefit  of  Ids  In'alth. 

Rev.  Mr.  Osborji's  daughter  Eliz- 
abeth mai-ried  lor  hei'  first  hus- 
band. \\'illiam  I\lyidck',  a  mastei' 
marine!-  of  ilarwieii,  in  1733.  He 
was  lost  at  sea,  leaving  three 
children.  Her  second  husband 
was  William  Paine,  Esq.,  a  mer- 
chant at  East  ham,  whom  she  mar- 
ried m  171'j.  He  died  at  Louis- 
boiu'g  in  1740,  leaving  an  infant 
scMi,  whom  she  named  William, 
who  gi  ew  up  to  maidiood,  and  be- 
came ;rn  eminent  school  teaclier. 
He  dierl  in  1812,  and  left  a  num- 
ber of  children,  among  whom  was 
the  author  of  "Home.  Sweet 
Home."'  Eor  her  third  husband 
she  married  Uv.  Edmund  Doane  of 
Eastham.  in  1  749,  by  whom,  she 
had  a  numbei-  of  childi-en.  Her 
descendants  are  ({uifv  nunrn'ous 
and  highly  respecta!*!*'.  Mr.  ami 
Mrs.  Doane  died  in  BarringtrMi,  A. 


„  Li> 

iMr.  Osborn's  place  of  resideiice 
while  engaged  in  the  ministry  at 
Snutli  Eastham  is  not  now  clearly 
Iviiown.  The  town  ordered  the 
building  of  his  house  "at  Pochy'' 
in  171t»,  and  it  was  erected  and 
given  to  him  as  was  agretMl.  whtMi 
he  consented  tc»   the  set  t  iene'iit . 


NO.  5. 

Mr.   Croclser's   jMinisti'y   and  Asso- 
ciates. 

Mr.  Os)jorn\s  disnussion.  it  ap- 
peal's, created  iin  schism  in  the 
cluu-ch  or  society,  whate\er  might 
have  been  the  feeliiigs  of  some 
as  to  the  ilismission ;  and  early 
eff<.)rt  was  made  to  ol)fain  a  can- 
didate. Among  others  Mi'.  Jijseph 
Crocker  of  Jku'iistabie  was  heard. 
A  call  was  given  him  to  a  settle- 
ment, April  iG,  173'i,  which  was 
acci^pted  August  14  following.  He 
was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church, 
now  the  first  or  south  chinch  in 
Eastham,  September  1:2,  1731).  Mr. 
Crocker  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Hamiah  Crocker  of  Barnstable, 
and  was  Jtorii  in  1715.  He  giadu- 
ated  at  Hai'\ai'd  college  in  1731. 
He  marrie(l  twice.  His  first  wife 
was  Reliance  Allen  of  Ealmoutli, 
now  Portland.  Me.  He  entereil  his 
intention  of  marriage  the  next  day 
after  his  ordination.  Sept.  13.  173'.). 
She  di<Ml  of'  a  lingering  sickness 
at  the  age  of  I'l.  June  30.  1  70-i, 
an<l  lies  buried  in  the  old  (••■nic- 
tcr\-  at  ()rleans,  wleTe  a  stone 
marks. the  spot  bearinu  the  Inllow- 
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iiig  inscription:  '"Here  lies  in- 
tei-red  tiio  remains  of  Mrs.  Reli- 
ance Crocker,  tiie  aniiaide  and  vir- 
tuous consort  of  the  Rew  Josepli 
Ci'ocker.  paslor  of  the  first  cliurci) 
in  this  tuwn.  She  li\eil  desired 
and  died  much  lanicnted,  in  tfie 
-iitli  year  of  i^er  age.  Smi'tiMi 
irioiids  are  angels  sent  on  errands 
full  01  lo\"e;  for  us  they  languisfi 
and  for  us  they  die;  and  shall  they 
languish  an<l  shiiil  they  die  in 
\ain." 

For  his  second  and  last  wife  he 
mandctJ  Mrs.  Mary  Hatch  of  Bos- 
tor.,  widow  of  James,  iii  1700. 
She  survived  her  hus;;and,  Mr. 
Crocker,  35  years,  dying  Dec.  25. 
1807,  ag'-ed  80  years.  Sh<'  was 
buried  in  Brewster,  wlicro  she 
spent  the  closing  years  of  her  life 
with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Benjamin 
Bangs.  Mr.  Crocker  died  March  2. 
1772.  lie  lies  buried  in  the  ohl 
part  of  tlie  cemetery,  beside  hi-^ 
former  wife.  'His  graves! one  h^ars 
the  followin.t:  inscription:  '"The 
remains  of  the  Pie ve rend  Jost'idi 
Crocker,  the  pious  faithful  pastor 
Crocker,  the  pious  faithful  & 
much  respected  pastor  of  the 
soutli  cliurch  in  this  town, 
who,  willing  rather  to  be  absent 
from  the  body  and  to  be  present 
with  the  Lord,  died  March  2.  1772. 
in  the  58th  year  of  his  age,  and 
ttie  3.3d  of  liis  ministi-y.  O  man 
greatly  beloved,  thou  siialt  I'est. 
and  stand  in  thy  lot  at  )li<'  end  cO 
the  days."  In  Freeman's  History 
of    Cape    Cod    the    inscription  is 


rncori'ectly  gi\eii.  and  also  in  tlie 
tlong.  Maiuiai.  edition  of  1806. 

fie  had,  it  is  certain,  nine  cliil- 
dreii  by  his  wife,  Reliance.  Six 
of  them,  howe\er,  died  in  infancy;, 
and  each  one  has'- a  In^adstone  wii  h 
in  script  ioii.  Tlni'V  stand  in  a  row 
at  the  feet  of  their  partjiits.  time 
worn  and  pai'tly  sunk.  The  tui'ee 
children  sur\i\iitg  the  mother 
were  Josiah,  the  first  born,  Fucy 
and  Anne.  Josiah  Cror-kcr  was 
born  in  17i0.  He  graduated  at 
Harxard  college  in  1700,  studied 
for  the  iru'iiistry,  and  had  a  call 
to  settle  as  pastor  of  the  church 
in  the  east  precinct  of  Yarmout!!, 
as  successor  of  Rev.  Josiah  Dennis, 
deceased,  Dec.  7,  l/('3,  lit:'  having 
supplied  ti)e  pulpit  as  a  candidate 
for  some  tinit'  since  Mr.  Dennis's 
death,  which  took  place  August  31, 
the  samt^  y*'ar.  Mr.  Ci'ocker  was 
never  ordained.  He  died  (Jf  con- 
sumption, after  several  months  of 
sickness,  on  the  morninu  ot  June 
20,  1764,  in  tht'  25th  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  "a  pi'omising  young 
man,  a  flucnit,  lively  preacher," 
and  his  death  was  mucli  lamented. 
He  was  buried  beside  his  mother, 
and  a  stone  with  a  full  inscriptioii 
marks  the  spot.  He  frequently 
su]>pli»^(J  Mr.  Dunster's  pulpit  in 
the  north  precinct  meeting-house 
in  Harwitdi.  dui'ing  tlu'  yeai'S  17(>2 
and  F0>3!  \A'h*M)  his  mollnn.'  lay 
de'ad.  at  iiis  innji-'  in  Fast  ham.  and 
his  father  was  in  sorrow  oNcr  Inn* 
di^ath.,  Ik'  sui»plied  Mi'.  Dunst^n-'s 
pulpit,  that  Ml'.  Dunster  might  of— 
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liciate  ill  his  father's  desk.  I.ncia 
Crocker  married  Re\ .  William 
Shaw,  and  was  tlie  inotliei'  of  IXev. 
Phihmder  Shaw,  the  hist  seithnl 
minister  of  Eastham.  asid  of  Rev. 
Josiah  G.  Sliaw  of  Cohassett.  Anne 
'Crocker  married  Rev.  Simeon 
Williams  of  Weymouth, 

Rev.  Mr.  Croeker  "was  a  strict 
Calvinist."  As  a  minister  he  was 
prudent  and  faithful;  but  vras 
"destitute  of  popular  talents  as  a 
speaker.''  "He  was,"  says  the  late 
Dr.  Fi-eeman  of  Boston,  "a  hard 
student  in  theology,  hut  without 
much  information  on  other  sub- 
jects; mild  in  his  temper,  affec- 
tionate in  his  mamiers,  greatly 
beloved  by  tiis  people  and  exetn- 
plarily  pious," 

The  number  admitted  to  tlie 
church,  and  number  of  children 
baptized,  cannot  now  be  given. 
The  record  of  the  church  from  iMr. 
Osborn's  dismission  to  the  end  of 
his  pastorate,  which  was  extant 
In  1802,  is  now  lost,  together  with 
the  records  kept  by  the  learned 
Mr.  Osborn,  his  immediate  pre- 
decessor. 

The  house  occupied  by  Mr. 
Crocker  stood  about  thirty  rods 
southward  of  the  Congregational 
meeting-house  in  Orleans,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  road  leading 
from  the  main  road  easterly  to  the 
road  that  leads  from  the  main 
road  southerly,  by  the  house  of 
Thomas  Higgins,  to  wliat  was 
known  in  olden  times  at  "Nathan- 
iel Mayo's  landing."      It    was  a 


"two  story,  single  house"  while  he 
w^as  an  occupant;  but  in  1821>, 
while  in  possession  of  Captain 
Ebenezer  Rogers,  the  porch  of  the  " 
old  meeting-house  was  mo\ed  and 
joined  to  it.  Captain  Rogers  occu- 
pied the  house  until  liis  death.  It 
was  taken  down  about  twenty 
years  since,  and  the  site  is  yet 
visible.  Mr.  Ci'ocker  had  a  lar^;e 
orclnu'd  neai-  by.  His  farm  luun- 
bered  many  acres.  He  had  a  large 
tract  of  cleared  land  extending 
from  the  main  road  southerly  to 
the  Cove,  eastward  of  his  house 
lot.  Beside  meadow,  he  fiad  wood- 
land and  C(:^dar  swamp.  It  is  said 
he  had  a  walk  from  his  iiouse  to 
the  meeting-house,  on  both  sides 
of  which  was  thickly  set  the 
privet,  and  known  to  ail  his 
parishioners  as  the  "prim." 
There  are  none  now  living  who 
e\eii  remember  of  seeing  a  ^■es-■ 
tige  of  the  famous  walk  or  the 
beautiful  hedges. 

Mr.  William  Paine,  the  dis- 
tinguished school  teachei',  father 
of  the  author  of  "Home.  Sweet 
Home,"  whose  youthful  days  were 
spent  in  the  family,  and  who  eser 
held  in  loving  remembrance  his 
"venerable  and  beloved  master" 
and  the  old  homestead,  years  af- 
ter the  decease  of  ^Ir.  Crocker  re- 
fei'red  to  the  "prim"  and  the 
"sui-rounding  objects"  that  pleased 
him  in  his  youthful  days,  and 
oft  (Ml  wished  to  return  and  behold 
them  as  he  had  left  them.  It  was 
under  the  hospitable  roof  of  Mr. 
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Croi-ker  iii  1701,  whilo  suuidiiiu-  at 
the  wiiicluw  at  prayer  tiiiU'.  lie  he- 
held  stepfather  aiul  (jwii  <JeaJ.' 
mother,  and  other  ijieinijer,s  of  the 
family,  pass  on  tlicir  way  tu  the 
'"laiidiny/'  thei'e  tu  eiiioark  for 
Barriiigioii.  S..  to  spend  their 
days  in  the  new  seilleoient. 

-Mr.  Crueker  made  his  will  a  few 
days  before  he  died.  He  made 
pro\isiot;s  for  thn  education  of 
Josepii  Ci'ocker,  son  of  liis  cousin. 
Rev.  Josiali  Crocker  of  Taunton, 
at  college;  mentions  wife'  3iary  and 
her  dauglue/'s.  Mary  and  Hannah 
Hatcli,  and  his  daupditers,  Lucia 
ISliaw  and,  Anna  Vsdlliams.  He 
aiso  mentions  ^^nl!iam  I'aine.  Jr.. 
to  wliom  he  gave  "one- ha  If  of  the 
third  or  last  division"'  of  iiis  land 
in  Gorham,  which  crudaini/d  ahout 
"se^■eldy  acres."  His  vriiole  estate 
was  appraised  at  *  Ctd  pounds,  1 
shilling,  one  penny.  His  dwelling- 
house,  land  and  outbuildings  were 
valued  at  iil  pounds.  shillings, 
4  pence. 

The  deacons  of  the  I'di'st  or 
South  church  while  -Mr.  Crocker 
was  pastor  w-ere  Joseph  Doane, 
Esq.  John  Freeman,  Esq.,  and 
Jonatlnm  Higgins.  -Mr.  Doane  died 
in  1757,  ]Mr.  Freeman  died  in  177Lk 
rnd  Mr.  Higgins  in  17U2  at  the 
age  of  94  years.  ^Ir.  Doane  had 
been  deacon  about  forty  years. 


NO.  0. 

Mr.  Bascom,  .Mr.  Johnson  and 
Tiieir  -\ssociates  in  South 
Chui'ch. 
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The'  suec<-'Ssor  of  ^lv.  Crocker 
was  liev.  Jonalhan  Bascom.  He 
was  ordained  D.d.  1  i,  1  7  72.  He 
was  norn  in  Leijanon,  Conn.,  in 
i7-iO,  and  graduaied  at  ^'aie  col- 
lege ni  ITOi.  WTien  he  Ci)m- 
menced  his  ministernil  woi'k  the 
churcli  coidained  one  hundred  and 
se\'enty-thi'et'  members.  <.)f  these 
on.h-  f(.)rty-eigld  were  male  mem- 
Iters.  i.)ui'ii)g  his  ndnistry  of  tliir- 
iy-fi\e  years  two  himdred  and 
forty-five  persons  beeamL^  mmn- 
bers.  He  baptized  nine  hundred 
and  tvrenty-four  chiliiren  and  sed- 
emnizt'd  three  hundred  and  nine- 
teen marriages,  and  entered  upcai 
iiis  register  si-X  hi.mdred  and 
tliirty-one  d.eatlis  whieh  hai>pened 
wdlldn  thiC  limits  of  ids  parish 
during  his  pas  I  orate.  He  died 
Marrh  bS.  ISO 7,  after  an  illness  of 
some  we^'ks.  -Mr.  Bascom  was  a 
man  oi  talents  and  ai/quinnnerd.s; 
of  a  kind  and  facetious  disposi- 
tion, and  in  manners  easy  and  af- 
fable. His  death  was  mucii 
lamented,  fie  pui)lished  a  sermon 
preaclu'd  Tiianks,ai\  ing  day.  Dec. 
15.  1774,  an.d  discourse  upon  tlie 
'leatli  of  George  Washington.  He 
was  thi'ee  times  married.  He  rnar- 
j'ied  for  fir-st  wife,  Temperance, 
dauuditer  of  Willard  Ivuowles,  Esq., 
Dec.  2o,  1700.  Slie  died  April  8. 
17S2,  aged  32  years.  For  second 
wife  he  married  Phebe,  widow  of 
David  Seal's,  and  daughter  of  John 
Tayloi-,  in  r,^-^.  She  died  August 
U),  1784,  aged  38.  For  his  third 
wife  he  married  Betsey,  daughter 
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or  M;u.  Liidooii  yreeinaii.  Feb.  10, 
ITiS.j.  Siio  >ur\  i\  (,'d  iiini.  aiul  iJied 
June  C).  ls~S.  ;i,-e«i  :4.  Ho  bad 
eigiit  cliildreii.  iiy  wife  Tfiiiper- 
aiice  iie  had  Timothy.  Joiiatiian 
(who  died  youiii:;,  Abigad.  Jun- 
athaii,  Teiiipei'aiiee  and  William; 
by  wife  Idii^be,  iiad  idiebn;  by  wiie 
Betsey,  iiad  Cliarie.s.  W'iilia.LU  Bas- 
com,  his  soji,  iuated  at  Hai'- 
A'ard  college,  stiuiii'd  lor  the  min- 
istry, and  was  oi'dained  pastor  of 
the  i'dtcldjurg-  ciiiireh  in  Oetoiver. 
1805,  and  installed  pastor  of  the 
cdiuixdi  in  Leominster  in  1815. 
Timothy  and  Jonathan  Bascom  re- 
sided iu  Orleans  lur  many  yeai's 
aiiiJ  then  remoxetl  I'com  town. 

The  liouse  oecn])ied  liy  Mi\  Bas- 
com. and  ill  which  lie  died,  is  yet 
standing.  It  is  -ituaied  on  the 
north  side  of  main  street,  nearly 
opposite  the  h'ouse  of  Bangs  Tay- 
lor. 

The  deacons  during  Mr.  Bas- 
com's  pastorate  were  Jonathan 
Higgiiis,  Solomon  Pepper,  Joshua 
Doane,  Elisha  Smith,  Abial  Cule. 
Richard  Spai-row,  (diosen  in  171'5, 
Judah  Rogers,  chosen  in  1795.  and 
Abner  Freeman,  win.)  was  chosen 
in  IStHj.  Mr.  Iliggins  was  deacrui 
during  the  pastorale  of  Messrs  Us- 
born  and  Crocker.  He  died,  a^:ed 
9-i,  in  1792.  Mr.  Freeman,  becom- 
ing a  Baptist,  was  dismissed  in 
1827. 

After  the  death  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bas- 
com, immediate  efforts  were  made 
to  secure  his  successor.  Mr.  Jesse 
Fislier  was  lieard  as  a  candidate, 


aiK.l  a  call  was  Luven  him  to  settle 
in  the  ministry,  but  the  offers 
made  did  not  suit  him  ai;'l  h''  de- 
clined a  settlement.  Mr.  l>aniei 
J'jhnsea  ap[M'aied  as  a  candidate, 
and,,  at  len.i^^th.  aii  uiianijunirs  call 
was  gi\en  liiju  to  settle,  which  he 
accepted  and  was  ordaineij  March 
11,  1S08.  Amtjng  the  nniii.-li-r- 
who  took  yrdvl  in  the  oi'Oaining 
services  were  Rev.  iJr.  Jolm  Rt-e«1 
(jf  Bridgewater,  father  of  don. 
John  Reed;  Rev,  ])r.  ^^Tiliam 
Sljaw*  of  Marslitield,  father  of 
Rev.  Rh  dander  Sliaw,  and  Rew 
Philander  Shaw  fo  Easih.am.  Mr. 
■Jdhn.x.m  c(»[ai!ii!ed  in  the-  pastor- 
al e  till  March  12.  1nl'\  wh.-n  ii- 
was  dismissed  at  hi>  ( )\\  n  rcipiie-r 
by  a  council  convened  for  the  pUL- 
fiose,  and  removed  to  Victor.  .\. 
Y.,  where  he  preached  for  scuue 
time.  He  subsequently  was  past<n- 
of  the  church  in  Swe^di-n  aii'l 
Parma  in  that  state.  He  was  a 
faithful  minister.  \Miile  in.  the 
minisrry  at  Orleans,  one  hundi'ed 
and  tifty-five  wei'e  adnuttcd  mem- 
iiers,  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  persons  were  baptizeil.  and 
two  hundred  and  iilty-six  ma:-- 
riages  solemnized.  His  "idll  of 
mortality''  during  his  pastorate 
shows  that  four  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  persons  died  within 
his  parish.  One  of  these  persons 
— the  last  one  upon  his  j-ccord— 
Mi's.  Susannah  Tliggins)  Tayhir. 
attained  to  the  great  a^c  of  one 
hundred  and  two  years.  She  wa^^ 
the  daughter  of   Samuel  Higgins 
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and  widow  of  Mr.  Joim  Taylor; 
and  upon  the  anniversary  of  ber 
one  liundredtii  birttiday,  in  1825, 
the  century  sermon  was  preached 
by  Mr.  Jotuison. 

The  last  years  of  Mr.  Johnson's 
pastorate  were  much  distui-bed  by 
religious  dissensions.  Three  soci- 
eties were  formed  in  co[isequence, 
and  strengthened  by  deserters 
from  his  church  and  society. 
These  societies  were  the  Meth- 
odist, L'ni^e.csalist  and  Baptist. 

Mr.  Johnson'~'\vas  born  in  Bridge- 
■water,  Mass.,  Nov.  5.  1783,  and  was 
son  of  Thomas  and  Ishivy  Johnson 
of  that  town,  and  was  graduated  at 
Brown  uni\ersity  in  180*3.  He  mar- 
ried Maria  A.  Sampson  of  Ply- 
mouth in  1809.  His  death  occurred 
at  Tairport,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  11,  18iW,  in 
the  84th  year  of  his  age.  He  iiad 
five  children  born  in  Orleans,  viz.: 
Mary  S.,  in  1810;  Simeon  S..  in 
1812;  Sanmel.  in  1815;  Daniel,  in 
1819,  and  Maria,  in  1822.  Mr. 
Johnson  first  occupied  the  house 
of  the  late  Sylvanus  Higgins,  but 
upon  the  removal  of  Timothy  Bas- 
com  fi'om  town  he  purchased  his 
place,  and  there  resided  till  his 
remo\al.  The  old  house  is  yet 
standing  and  is  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Rosanna  Higgins. 

The  deacons  who  officiated 
while  Mr.  Johnson  was  pastor 
were  Richard  Sparrow,  Judah 
Rogers,  Abner  Freeman,  who  be- 
came Baptist  and  dismissed  in 
1827;  Prince  Twining,  chosen  in 
1812;  Isaac    Sparrow,    chosen  in 


1H23,  became  a  Baptist  and  dis- 
nrissed  in  1827,  and  James  Rogers. 

Aiter  Mr.  Johnson's  dismission 
no  effort  was  made  to  settle  a 
minister.  The  society  had  now 
become  much  disturbed  in.  con- 
sequence of  the  introduction  of 
new  views  on  religious  matters, 
and  to  settle  a  pastor  as  had  been 
done  there  seemed  to  be  no  way 
opened.  In  1829  Rev,  John  Turner 
was  engaged  to  supply  the  pulpit. 
He  was  a  very  zealous  preacher, 
and  he  very  earnestly  urged  the 
socn.4y  to  erect  a  house  of  worship 
and  lie  very  earnestly  urged 
the  society  to  erect  a  house 
of  worship  and  keep  up  with 
the  societies  that  had  been 
formed  in  the  town.  His  ap- 
peals were  heard  with  fa^■or,  and 
an  unanimous  ^■ote^  was  obtained 
to  build.  Work  was  commenced 
June  29  of  tliis  year,  and  on  Sun- 
day, July  12,  services  for  the  last 
time  were  held  in  the  old  house, 
where  the  voices  of  Osborn, 
Crocker,  Bascom  and  Johnson,  the 
settled  pastors,  had  been  heard, 
and  on  Monday,  the  13th,  the  work 
of  demolishing  began.  On  the  16th 
following,  the  frame  of  the  new 
house,  upon  the  site  of  the  old 
one,  was  raised  without  the  use  of 
"any  ardent  spirits,"  or  injury  to 
any  one.  The  frame  being  cov- 
ered, services  were  held  the  19th, 
and  were  continued  each  Sabbath, 
with  one  exception,  till  completed, 
Nov.  19.  The  dedicatory  sermon 
was  delivered  by  Mr.  Turner,  who 
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had  inU:'i'est('.l  liiiii^L'U'  ni  its  jjLiil<:!- 
ing-,  and  ill  Ivrn'pint:  up  the  lufer- 
est  of  (ho  sucii'ty.  Mf.  Turiit-r'.- 
services  were  en(Je<.l  th^'  i'ollowiiip 
year,  and  he  I'Mt  the  tuwu. 

The  old  inet'tiM^-house  was 
completed  in  1710.  It  was  a  small 
struetvire,  with  a  hopper-shaped 
rooi.  aixJ  with  a  small  porrh  nri 
the  south  side.  It  is  said  the 
lumher  used  in  its  coustruetion 
was  brought  trom  Scituate.  In 
1734,  the  liouse  liad  becojiie  too 
small  for  the  ace  )irimodati<ni  uf 
the  precinct,  and  a  coinmittee  was 
chosen  to  report  what  was  neces- 
sary. Tiie  committee  recom- 
mended the  building-  ot  a  opw 
house  of  WT)rship  upon  tlie  old 
site;  hut  the  precinct  delayed 
action,  and  nothing  was  done  until 
173G,  when  the  precinct  consented 
to  enlarge  the  house  by  carrying 
out  the  north  or  back  side,  and  a 
committee  of  seven  took  charge  of 
the  enlargement.  In  1800  the  old 
house  again  underwent  repairs. 
The  old  porcii  was  taken  down 
and  the  "high  porch"  erected  in 
its  place,  in  which  the  gallery 
stairs  were  placed,  the  doors  in 
the  end  of  the  house  closed,  and 
new  pews  built.  The  cost  of  the 
repairs  and  painting  was  borne  by 
the  precinct,  which  was  defrayed 
by  the  amount  received  from  sale 
of  the  new  pews.  There  are  many 
now  living  wlio  remember  the  old 
hopper-roof  edifiC'\  with  its  "hi;^h 
porch,"  two  rows  of  windows, 
sounding  board,  deacon's  seat,  old 


men's  and  old  women's  seats,  -gal- 
leries on  each  end  and  front  side, 
and  its  hiah  back  pews.  The 
tciwn  held  its  m 'eting  here  alter 
Orleans  was  set  off.  The  burying 
ground  aLl.joining  the  church  yard 
was  laid  out  by  the  town  .Ma:-ch 
L^J,  1710-20.  It  has  been  enlarged 
several  times.  an<i  is  now  a  very 
large  cemetery.  The  oldest  por- 
tion has  not  been  disturhed  hy  the 
associatif»n  which  controls  it.  only 
to  keep  out  the  bushes.  Here  lie 
many  of  the  sons  and  daughtin-s 
of  the  early  settlers  of  this  part 
of  old  East  ham. 

After  the  removal  ijf  Mr.  Turiu-r 
t')  another  field  of  labor,  and  be- 
fore the  installation  of  tlev.  StiU- 
man  l^ratt  in  1835.  Rev.  Mr.  S.-ovei, 
Rev.  Mr.  Bartley  and  Rcv.  Mr. 
Boyter  supplied  the  pulpit.  Rev. 
Stillman  Pratt  was  a  native  of 
Reading,  Mass.,  and  was  born  April 
2i,  1804.  He  graduated  at  Am- 
herst college  in  1831.  He  was  a 
devoted  minister  and  closed  his 
labors  here  April  23,  1830.  ami  re- 
moved from  town.  He  died  at 
Middleboro  Sept.  1,  1862. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Hazael  Lucas,  who  was  emtdoyed 
for  about  two  years.  His  succes- 
sor was  Rev.  Jacob  White,  who 
was  ordained  in  1841.  Mr.  White 
was  a  graduate  of  Brown  univer- 
sity. He  continueii  pastor  of  the 
church  till  1800,  wln-n  he  gave  up. 
his  pastorate  on  account  of  ill 
health.  He  died  at  Lyneboru,  N. 
H.,  April  13,  1800,  aced  00  years. 
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I  I     His  remains  wei-e  bi'ought  to  Or- 
"        leans  for  interment,  as  requested. 
Ml'.  W'liite  was   a   raithful  pastor 
and  was  greatly  esteemed  by  the 
people  of  tiis  charge. 

Between  18(30.  when  Mr.  White 
retired,  and    1870.    the  following 
'    ministers    supplied    the  pidpit: 
Re^■.  WilliaiJi   E.  Diekinson.  Hew 
Orlando  H.  White,  Rev.  Joseph  W. 
|.j    Tarleton  and  Rev.  J.  E.  M.  Wrigiit. 
t  |;   Among  those  since  1870  who  ha\e 
I  |i    supplied  the  pulpit  a  considerable 
i  ||    length  of  time  was  Rev  C.  E,  Hn;;- 

■  |j  wood,  a  graduate  of  Amhoi'st  col- 
li   lege,  who  was  ordained    June  7, 

I  1871. 

■  II  The  eccentric  physician.  r)r. 
ji  Abner  Hersey  of  Barnslabie,  ^ia\e 
|i    this    society    by    will    five  fifty- 

II  sixths  of  the  income  of  his  estate 
I  altei  his  wife's  decease.  How 
I     much  of  the  income    the  socii'ty 

I  annually  received  befoi'C  the  sale 

II  of  the  whole  of  Dr.  Hersey's  estate 
l|  in  181(3,  it  does  not  appear.  It  is 
1  probaltle  if  any  was  rect'i\ed  it 
I  was  small.  Upon  tlie  sale  of  the 
I  estate  by  legisbative  authority,  the 
I    society    obtained    a    large  sum, 

wdiich.  with  its  accumulation,  was 

exfXMided  in  building  the  minister's 

house  in  1835. 
I       In  1888.  the  old  meeting-liouse, 
j    which  had  stood  since  1829  with- 
;    out  mui'Ai  repairs,  was  renovated; 

and  now  it  is  in  condition  to  stand 
;    many  years  yet,    to  accommoikde 

the  society,  and  to  mark  the  site 

of  the  ancient  house  of  worship  of 

the  Congregationalists. 


NO.  7. 

^Ir,    Paine,    Mr.    Webb  and  Mr. 
Cheever. 


Mi.  Osborn's  remo^.al  to  the 
south  precinct  of  Eastham,  now 
Orleans.  i)i  1710,  to  have  charge 
of  tfiat  branch  of  tiie  old  church, 
as  pastor,  now  t(.i  woi'ship  in  the 
new  meeting-house,  necessitated 
action  to  secure  the  settlement  of 
a  pastor  in  the  north  precinct  to 
succeed  him.  Mr,  Isaac  ]-*epper 
was  appointed  by  the  town  to  se- 
cure a  candidate  for  the  ministry. 
Among    those    invited    was  Mi-. 

James  Paine,  Esq.,  of  Barnstable, 
wiio  was  a  native  of  the  town.  Mr. 
i-*anie  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard, 
of  the  class  of  1717.  and  was  on  a 
^isd  to  uncles  and  aunts  and 
other  relatives  in  the  town.  In 
his  interlea\'ed  almanac  for  tiie 
yeai-  1719,  he  speaks  of  tiis  visit, 
and  regarding  an  in\itatic»n  to 
pre;, eh  as  a  candidate  he  say^: 
'"Mai'ch  1,  1718-19.  I  preached  in 
Eastham  (dl  day."  "March  2d. 
Mr.  Pepper  Ijeing  ar»pointed  by  ye 
town  to  look  out  foj-  a  minister, 
inxited  me  to  preach  In^re  in  order 
to  a  settlement;  but  1  ga\'e  him 
no  encouragement."  IMr,  Paine 
was  settled  in  Weymouth  the 
same  year,  where  he  was  pastor 
till  1730,  though  not  formally  dis- 
missed till  173  1.  Ill  health  was  the 
cause  of  his  lea\ing  the  ministi-y 
and  entering  commercial  busini'ss. 
Mr.  Paine  "was  a  man    of  great 
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talents,  leaiiiiiig,  iiiclustty  and 
piety."  His  only  son,  Robert 
Treat  l^tine.  was  an  eminent  law- 
yer, and  one  ol'  the  si,^[iei-s  of  tli<' 
Declaration  of  f  nde[)en<.len('e;  and 
was  grandson  of  Mi-.  'J'reat,  the 
minister,  of  whom  miMition  ha> 
already  been  made  in  these  i)ai)!'i's. 

Rev.  Thomas  Paine  died  in  thai 
part  of  Bi-aintree  eaneii  (lerman- 
towii,  at  his  daiighter\^.  .Ah-s.  Abi- 
gail Grt^(Mih^af\s,  Mny  oU.  llol,  in 
his  Oith  year,  and  was  Imried  iJi 
Weymouth,  bib  wife  ha"\iiig  died 
October  K.  17t7.  Ah'S,  Paiiie  was 
]Mr.  Tj'eafs  youngest  dauglder. 
Thoy  wei-e  marrit'd  at  Boston. 
April  21.  1:21. 

Mr.  Btnijamin  \\'ebl)  of  Braiii- 
ti-ee.  a  young  man.  was  i  mi  ted  to 
I^reach  as  a  candidate  soon  after 
Mr.  Paine  supplied  tlie  X3ulpit.  and 
May  is.  1711),  the  town  coneuri'ed 
with  the  chiu'ch  in  L:i\ing  him  a 
call  to  the  nHnistci'iid  office  \a- 
catt'd  j)y  Mr.  Osboi'n.  who  now 
was  pastor  of  the  south  chiu'ch 
by  choice.  Ht*  accHpt(Ml  the  call 
ami  was  ordained  some  time 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 
Mr.  Webb  continued  in  the  minis- 
try here  until  his  death,  which 
happened  August  21,  17ii).  in  the 
52d  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
buried  in  the  oldest  cemetery  in 
Eastham,  where  stones  mark  the 
spot.  'J'he  headstone  is  jiroken 
and  tlial  portion  which  })Oi.'e  Ihe 
inscj-iitti(»ii  has  been  ;^one  foi" 
many  yeai'S.  'J'he  footstone  is  in 
place,  and  in  a  good  stale  of  pres- 


ervation. Wind  led  to  his  inti^'- 
nient  in  tht-  oMesI  bui'Ning  ground, 
when  (here  \\;is  a  burial  gi-ound 
iieai-  the  meeting-house  in  which 
hf  iireached.  cannot  lie  learneti. 
-Mr.  Webb  was  an  excellent  man. 
Mr.  Crocker,  of  the  first  chiu'ch, 
for  some  time  his  coni emporary, 
it  is  said,  pronounced  him  to  have 
iieen  •"the  fxjst  man  ami  the  f>est 
ministec  lie  evei'  knt^w.""  He  was 
,t:rauuated  at  Har\ard  college  in 
1710.  when   twenty  >'ears  oi'  age. 

Mr.  Weill)  mai'rieil  Mehitabel, 
dauuditer  of  'Jdjonias  and  Mary 
Williams  of  Taunlon.  bhe  was 
boiai  in  101>5.  ]>>'  her  fie  had 
children.  'J'he  following  are  found 
recoided:  pjenjamin,  born  .\nv.  2. 
1721:  Mary,  jiorn  Jvute  20.  1  724; 
and  Thomas,  born  xVug.  2,  f72G. 
Henjamin  loecame  a  schoolteacher 
and  move*.!  from  town. 

Tile  house  in  which  Mr.  Webb 
li\ed  stooti  neai*  the  meetinu'^- 
bifuse  in  which  he  ])J'eacheii.  It 
was  Iniilt  l»y  the  town,  as  v.'as 
auiret'd  upon  at  his  settlement.  He 
managed  to  li\'e  comfortably  fi'om 
the  proceeds  of  his  small  farm  and 
yearly  salary,  and  to  leave  at  his 
death  an  estate  valued  at  nine 
hundred  and  three  pounds  and 
four  shillings,  old  tenor.  He  had 
ser\aids:  two  •  of  (hem  at  his 
dt.'ath  were  ^;llued  at  sixty-five 
pounds.  He  had  a  library  ai»- 
praised  at  seventy-thrt:'e  poiuids, 
thi'ee  shilling>  and  six  pence.  He 
l)ossessed  at  the  time  of  his  de- 
cease, a  mare,  three  cmws,  a  calf 
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•and  tliii-tooii  sheep. 

Mr.  Webb  !eJt  no  record  of  his 
ministry,  arid  it  is  not  known  thf 
success  that  allenued  iiis  biiMMs. 

Tlie  successoj'  of  Mr.  ^^^;^bb,  as 
pastor  of  the  iniddle  church  in 
Easth.ani,  was  Rev,  Mr.  Edward 
Clieever,  who  was  setth?d  in  1751. 
He  was  son  of  Thomas  Cheexer  of 
Lynn,  and  was  born  May  2,  1717. 
He  ,£rradualed  at  Har\ai'd  college 
in  1737.  He  was  ordain t'd  nnn- 
ister  of  the  third  pacish  in  Lynn, 
now  Saugus,  J)eceinb('r  5.  1730.  but 
for  some  reason  not  now  ];nown 
he  relinquishe<J  his  connection  in 
1747.  He  died  at  Easthani,  August 
17,  179i,  in  his  78th  y»'ar,  and  lies 
buried  in  tlie  old  cemetery  near 
the  site  of  tht^  mctd ing-house  in 
wliich  he  preached,  a  slate  stone, 
with  inscription,  mai-king  the 
spot.  He  was  twi(^(^  married.  His 
first  wife,  Martha,  died  Eeb.  28, 
17<S3,  in  her  G'dh  yeai",  and  lies 
buried  beside  her  husband.  His 
second  wife  was  Dorcas  Cook  of 
Eastham,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried by  Mr.  Bascrtm,  June  3,  17<SS. 
By  iiis  lirst  wife  Mr.  Cheever  had 
several  childi-en.  His  son,  .Joshua, 
died  wdnni  sixteen  years  of  age. 
Nov.  2'i  1705.  His  son.  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Chee^■el',  was  some  yea  i  s  a 
practicing  physician  in  Eastham. 
Mr.  Chee\»M'"s  pastorale  ext(Mide<l 
througii  the  stoiany  period  of  the 
Re\olut ionary  conflict.  He  left  no 
record  of  tli<>  chin'(di  during'  his 
connection  with  it.  'That  his  xiewsj 
upon  the  gi't.'at  <iuestion  of  separ- 


ation from,  tlie  mothei*  countL-y 
weic  in  accord  with  a  majority  of 
his  tfjwnsmen  thei'e  is  no  douttt. 

NO.  8. 

Rev.  Idiilaniler  Shaw.  Mr.  Babcock,. 
Mi.  Haj-dy  and  Idieii-  Successors. 


The  successor  of  Mr.  Cheever 
was  Puw.  Philander  Shaw.  He 
was  ordai!n?d  Sept.  23,  1795.  He 
was  gi\(Mi  2'JU  pounds  as  an  in- 
<jucemeiit  to  settle,  and  an  annual 
salary  of  00  i)Ounds.  He  w^as  tlie 
last  settled  minister  in  Eastham. 
He  continued  in  tlie  ministry  liere 
till  oavly  in  the  yea.r  1838,  when 
he  asked  foi'  his  dismissal.  The 
important  event  of  his  pastorate 
was  tlie  di\ision  of  the  ancient 
town. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  boi'n  in  Marsh- 
field,  Mass.,  March  27,  1767.  He 
w^as  the  son  of  Rev.  WTlliam  Shaw, 
and  grandson  of  Rev.  John  Shaw 
of  Briilgewater.  His  mother  was 
Lu(da,  dauj-diter  of  Re^".  Joseph 
Cr*^>cker  of  Easthain.  He  was  nl- 
ucated  at  I-^rown  uni\'ei'sity  and 
H;n'\ard  college.  At  the  former 
institution  he  spent  two  years, 
and  at  the  latter  two  yeai's. 
Among  his  classmates  at  Harvaixl 
wei-e  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland  and  Levi 
Hedge,  Esq.  After  his  dismissal 
from  the  pastoral  charge,  in  1838, 
he  occasionally  supidied  the  pul- 
pit in  his  0WJ1  and  jieighliori ng 
l)arisli(^s.  He  repn-sented  East- 
iiam  in  the  (general  Coiu't  in  1837. 
and  183S,  and  preaidied  fhe  Inner- 
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•ai  discourse,  at  tlie  invitation  of 
iiis  towiisuieii.  upon  the  deatii  ot 
President  Harrison  in  l«4l.  "As 
a  preacher  liis  ^oice  was  strong 
and  his  articulation  clear  and  dis- 
tinct/' It  is  said  "his  talents 
were  of  iiigii  order  and  discover- 
able in  all  his  performances;  but 
seen  to  tlie  best  advantage  on 
great  occasions.  His  sermons  were 
evangelical,  generally  practical 
rather  than  doctrinal,  and  ricii  in 
tliought.  His  style  of  writing  was 
clear  and  vigorous,  bearing  the 
mark  of  a  scholar."  He  died  after 
a  short  illness,  Oclober  lU,  18il. 
aged  72  years.  Mi*.  Shaw  was 
twice  mari'ied.  His  first  wife  was 
Miss  Dorcas  Doane,  to  whom  he 
was  married  by  Rev.  Jonathan 
Bascom,  IS'oa  ember  10,  17it5.  blie 
died  of  "a  languishment"  at  the 
age  of  nineteen,  July  17,  1797. 
For  his  second  wife,  he  married 
-Miss  Lucy  Crocker  of  Barnstable, 
in  November,  1798.  She  was  tiie 
daughter  of  Alvan  Crocker,  and 
by  lier  he  tiad  children:  his  eld- 
est son,  Philander,  died  when 
seven  wrecks  old,  Jan.  27.  1800;  his 
son,  Joseph  Ci-ocker,  tell  a  victim 
to  the  spotted  fever,  at  the  age 
of  13,  Feb.  4,  1816;  and  his  son, 
Oaks,  died  of  the  same  disease, 
Feb.  24,  1810,  aged  9  years. 

The  Congregational  society  at 
the  close  of  Mr.  Shaw's  pastorate 
w^as  not  as  large  and  pi'ospreous 
as  it  was  when  he  began  his 
labors  forty-one  years  before.  It 
could    not    now  be  said,  as  liad 


been  said,  "no  individual  in  town 
but  what  belongs  to  tiie  Congre- 
gational society."  The  gi-eat  fall- 
ing off  was  due  to  the  Methodist 
society,  which  was  formed  in  1820. 

Tiie  society  in  1839  obtained  tiie 
Services  of  Mi'.  Daniel  H.  Bab- 
cock,  a  native  ot  Ohio,  and  a 
student  of  theology  at  Antlovei-. 
He  was  ordained  Nov.  7,  1839.  He 
remained  here  but  a  short  period, 
when  he  went  to  ^^'est  Varmoutli, 
and  became  pastor  of  tiie  church 
there,  organized  in  1840. 

Rev.  Solomon  Haixiy,  a  native  of 
Hollis,  N.  H.,  took  ciiarge  of  the 
society  a  shojl  time  atter  the  dis- 
mission ol  Mr.  Babcock.  He  died 
while  in  the  ministry  iiere  in 
Septeml>ei',  1812.  Mr.  Hardy  was 
a  graduate  of  Middlebury  college 
in  1824,  and  had  preached  in  vari- 
ous places.  He  came  to  this  place 
from  South  WelHh'et,  where  he 
had  preached  since  January,  1838. 
His  death  was  much  lamented  [)y 
all  who  knew  him. 

Rev.  Enoch  Pratt  succeeded  Mr. 
Hardy  as  pastor  and  continued 
several  years.  He  was  a  nati\e  of 
Middleboro,  and  graduate  of  Brown 
uni\ersity  in  1803.  He  st-ttlcd  in 
the  ministry  at  West  Barnstat»le, 
having  ueen  ordained  Oct.  28,  1807. 
He  asked  for  a  dismission  as  pas- 
tor of  the  West  Barnstable  church 
in  183"),  and  remo\ed  to  Brewster. 
In  1830  h«'  supplied  the  pulpit  in 
South  Wellflet't,  and  for  sevei'ai 
years  after  supplied  pulpits  when- 
ever occasion  required,   until  he 
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was  caWi'ii  to  th'j  Ea-tliain  '•liurcli.i 
^^'hile  in  L'liai'ge  Iktc  hv  applied  I 
liim^cir  lo  tliL'  exiiiniiialirui  oi'  rLT'-j 
oi'us  aud  lo  the  eoiieftinu  oi'  iacU| 
for    his    history    id'    Lhe  atirieut 
town  of  Eastliain,  wiiirii  lie  puij- 
lished  ill  iSii.    He  died  at  Brew- 
ster,  Feij.  -J.   1800.  aued   78  \'ears. 
He  was  tiiree  tiint-s  married,  anii 
lel't  idiildreii. 

Rev.  Edwai'tj  ^^^  Xojjle  >iippl[o;! 
the  p-iiipit  ironi  Xoxeinher.  1840, 
to  Deeeuioer.  1840.  wiieu  he  weiit 
to  Trui'o  and  was  there  installed 
pastur  Dec.  2(3,,  184lt.  }dr  Xonle 
was  born  in  Wiiliainsiown.  .Mass.. 
in  1811,  and  was  giaduated  at 
\\nlliains  eoriege.  He  preached  at 
Truro  until  1883,  wheii  he  s^'xered 
his  connection  witli  the  Gnu'^reya- 
tional  society  and  reuKned  to 
Cambridge,  v.diere  iie  has  since 
died. 

iietween  1850  and  1851,  Hev. 
Jolin  H.  V.'eiis  arei  Re\".  Stephen 
Bailey  supnlictl  the  pulpit.  .Mr. 
B;u!iy  haij  heeii  in  the  miidstry  at 
Tiuro  a;i<J  Well tie^'t.  lie  was  a 
nati\e  ot  Xe'W  Hanii)shire.  He 
died  cd  !  )orcir'S[er,  Dec.  oO.  18G8. 

Tile  last  past(jr  of  the  ciinreh! 
was  llev.  Ebciiezer  Chase.  Hei 
preaclied  frum  1851  to  1859.  Mr.| 
Chase  liad  bcini  pastor  of  the  Con-j 
grej^atioiial  idiurch  in  West  Yar- 
mouth, aiid  hail  supplied  the  West 
Barnstable  (diurch. 

Ill  18' I  the  Coii^^re.LTdional  soci- 
ety lovuid  it  impossible  to  support 
religious  wui'siiip.  sold  the  nn-et- 
ing-iiouse,    iiiid     it    was  removed 


for  seculai'  purp'tses.  Idius  this 
branch  of  the  old  Congregational 
soeieiy  oi'  East  ham,  l  irst  ie<J  by 
Wcijb,  has  become  extinct. 


NO.  9. 

Tile  ""Cold     Plaj^ue'"  and  '"Spotted 
i■'e^■el•.'' 


III  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1810  a  malignant  febi'ile  disease, 
called  the  "cold  idague"  and  also 
the  ■■spotte.l  fever,"  made  its  ap- 
pearanee  in  the  lower  Cape  tovviis. 
At  Orleans,  East  ham  and  Truro  it 
was  attende<{  with  iatality,  Tiie 
iocai  physicians  iouikI  it  \e!"y  dif- 
ficult to  control,  and  very  few 
recovercLi  under  tlndi'  treatment. 
Tile  disease  appi-arcMl  in  Orleans 
in  February  and  continueii  its 
wurlv  01  prostraticHi  and  death  for 
se\'eral  weidvS.  Tlie  whole  num- 
ber of  deaths  resulling  from  the 
fe\"er  has  ne\er  been  fully  given. 
Rev.  Mr.  .Johnson  of  the  Congrega- 
tional society,  wlio  keiT  a  record 
of  those  who  died  in  his  parish 
tiiat  year,  fails  to  designate  tlie 
disease  ea<di  pei'son  innj.  ^o  no 
account  of  the  iiumbei'  ca.n  lie 
made  up  from  his  record.  His 
■"iiill  of  mortality,"  however,  for 
the  year  I8l(),  shows  that  fifty- 
two  persons — twenty-eight  adults 
and  twenty-four  children —  died, 
showing  an  excess  of  thirty-tw^o 
deaths  o\er  the  numiier  in  1815. 

In  East  ham  tins  disease  ap- 
peared m  January,  and  it.  contin- 
ued for  several  months.    The  fii'st 
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three  weeks  it  was  attended  by 
great  fatality.  Tlie  physicians 
here  had  no  success  in  its  treat- 
ment. ForluLiately  for  the  sick, 
in  tlie  jnoiitli  of  April  appeared 
Dr,  ^Samuel  'J'iiomson,  the  founder 
of  the  Thomson  j[ui  system  of 
practice,  in  pursuit  of  vegetable 
substances  for  medicinal  pucposes. 
He  at  once  made  himself  ac- 
quaiided  with  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  and  liad  many  calls  to 
attend  the  sick  during  the  few 
days  he  spent  here,  flis  manner 
of  treatment  restored  each  patient 
to  health,  and  after  selling  two 
men  "rights"  to  practice  he  re- 
turned to  Boston,  the  disease  ap- 
pearing to  abate.  Within  a  week 
after  his  return  to  Boston,  lie  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Eastliam, 
strongly  inviting  him  to  return  as 
"the  fe\er  had  made  its  appear- 
.ance  among  the  people  with 
double  fatality."  He  took  a  "stock 
of  medicine,"  he  says,  and  re- 
tui-ned  and  "soon  found  enough 
ready  to  purchase  the  twenty 
rights  for  which  I  had  offered  to 
sell  the  right  of  the  wtiole  town. 
I  attended  on  many  of  those  who 
had  thf:-  disease,  in  company  with 
the  two  men  who  had  pui'dniscd 
tln^'  right  of  me  when  there  betore, 
and  instructed  them  how  to  cai'cy 
a  patient  through  a  coui-se  of 
medicine,  and  they  attended  and 
gave  instruction  to  others.  When 
ttiey  could  meet  togethec  1  ga\e 
information  by  lectures;  those 
'Who  got  the  information  attended 


wherever  they  w^ere  wanted.  I 
pursued  my  usual  mode  of  treat- 
ment by  giving  the  medicine  to 
piomote  a  free  perspii'ation,  and 
when  neci'ssary  steamed  and  gave 
mjections,  cleansed  the  stomach 
and  cleared  off  the  canker."  fie 
says,  "The  success  in  curing  this 
alarming  disease  was  very  great, 
f  staid  aliout  two  weeks,  during 
which  time  there  were  attended 
with  my  medicine  thirty-iour 
cases,  of  whom  one  died  and  the 
rest  got  well."  "x\t  the  same 
time,"  he  says,  "of  those  who  wei'e 
attended  by  the  regular  doctor 
eleven  out  of  twehe  died,  making 
in  tlie  whole  upwards  of  fifty 
deaths  m  a  short  time  in  this 
place,  which  was  about  one- 
twelfth  part  of  the  inhabitants 
who  were  at  home."  i>r.  Thom- 
son says.  "The  people  generally 
treated  me  witii  great  Ivindness 
and  respect,  and  took  a  great  in- 
tci-est  in  my  cause;  and  the  suc- 
cess of  my  system  of  practice,  m 
relieving  them  from  this  alarnnng 
disease,  gave  universal  sat  is  tac- 
tion." 

At  Ti'uro  the  disease  connnein*ed 
the  latter  part  of  February  or 
first  part  of  ^hirch,  and  soon  be- 
came very  fatal.  Rev.  Jude 
Damon,  the  pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational church,  in  his  i-egister  of 
(If^aths  Jv*'pt  dmdng  his  long  pas- 
toi'ate,  gi\es  the  name,  time  of 
death  ami  age  of  each  one  who  was 
a  \ictim  to  this  malignant  fever. 
The  followiinr  list    of    \ictiins  is 
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made  up  Iroiii  bis  Ijill  of  mortal- 
ity: 

John  Atkins,  who  died  March  9, 
aged  49  years. 

Richard  Rich's  wile,  who  died 
March  13. 

Jusepli  Lombard,  who  died 
March  14,  aged  3  years. 

Joseph  Higgins,  Jr.,  who  died 
March  li,  aged  13  years. 

Widow  Nancy  Brewei',  who  died 
March  18,  aged  40  years. 

Ambrose  Collins,  who  died  Miircb 
19,  aged  20  years. 

Widow  Riith  Snow,  who  died 
March  19,  aged  71  years. 

Betsey  Lomijard,  who  died  Mai'ch 
24,  aged  18  years. 

•Widow  Betsey  Rich,  who  died 
March  24,  aged  75  years. 

Mary  Atkins,  who  died  March  25, 
aged  IG  years. 

Sarah  Knowles,  who  died  March 
29,  aged  39  years. 

Huldah  Snow,  who  died  March 
29,  aged  69  years. 

Pauline  Paine,  wdio  died  [March 
•29,  aged  2  years. 

Jaazaniah  Gross,  who  died 
March  30,  aged  40  years. 

Silas  Knowdes,  who  died  March 
31,  aged  22  years. 

Caleb  Lombard,  who  died  April 
2,  aged  15  months. 
'  Anthony  Snow,  Esq.,  wdio  died 
April  3,  aged  71  years. 

David  Dyer,  who  died  April  3, 
aged  5(3  ^  eai-s. 

Joshun  Hinckley,  who  died  April 
7,  aged  3()  years. 

Edwin  Lombard,  who  died  April 


— ,  aged  17  months. 

Thomasin  Snow,  who  died  April 
11,  aged  5  years. 

Wife  of  Caleb  Hopkins,  who  died 
Ai»ril  16,  a;^'ed  70  years. 

Wife  of  Thomas  Rich,  who  died 
April  16^  aged  4()  years. 

Child  of  Thomas  J'eirce,  who 
died  April  16,  aged  3  mouths. 

Widow  Anna  Cole,  who  died 
April  17,  aged  53  years. 

Sihis  Atkins,  who  died  April  17, 
aged  84  years. 

Mi'S.  Sarah  Knowles.  who  died 
April  23,  aged  49  years. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Rich,  wdio  died  May  L 

Mrs.  Deborali  Paine,  who  died 
May  1. 

Mj'S.  Suanah  Dill,  who  died  May 

5. 

Isaac  Small,  wdio  died  May  0, 
aged  61  yea I'S. 

Widow  Christ iaji  Coan,  wdio  died 
May  11,  aged  76  years. 

Widow  Thomasin  Snow,  who 
died  May  15,  aged  67  years. 

Mi'S.  Elizabeth  Small,,  who  died 
.May  21,  aged  56  years. 

Jei'emiah  Knowles,  wiio  died 
May  25,  aged  18  years. 


NO.  10. 

Wreck  of  Pirate  Ship  Whidah. 
Over  100  Lives  Lost.  Passage 
Through  the  Cape. 

The  loss  of  tlie  pirate  ship 
Whidah  or  Whido,  ;uid  lier  two 
consorts,  on  tin'  eastei'ii  sfnn'e  of 
Eastham,  in  April,  1>17,  with  all 
theii'  crews,  with  the  t-xception  of 
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seven  men,  was  for  many  years 
an  interesting  theme  at  the  e^en- 
ing  gathering  at  the  firesides  i: 
the  lower  towns  of  the  Gape; 
and  well  it  might  liave  been,  for 
never,  since  the  settlement,  had 
•there  been  such  destruction  of 
vessels  and  loss  of  life  on  the 
Cape  shores. 

The  Whidah  or  Wliido  was  a 
-fine  merchant  ship,  and  at  the 
time  of  lier  capture  by  Bellamy 
in  February,  1717,  was  in  com- 
mand of  Capt.  i-'rince,  bound  from 
•Jamaica  to  I-^ondon  with  a  valua- 
.ble  cargo.  Bellamy  had  her  a  r  me  it 
with  28  guns,  and  retaining  a 
portion  of  her  crew,  with  the 
sloop  he  lately  sailed  well  manned, 
as  a  tender,  sailed  for  the  shores 
of  Virginia;  but  encountering  a 
heavy  gale  of  wind,  in  wdiich  both 
vessels  narrowly  escaped  destruc- 
tion, he  changed  his  course  for 
Rhode  Island.  While  nearing  the 
coast,  th'3  pirates  fell  in  with  a 
vessel,  which  they  captured  and 
-sunk  after  taking  aboard  the 
crew.  The  Whidah  and  tender, 
continuing  their  cruise  off  Cape 
Cod,  captured  a  wine  vessel. 
Williams,  who  had  Ijeen  engaged 
with  Bellamy  in  his  piratical  work 
from  the  connnencement,  was  put 
-on  board  as  the  prize  master  with 
seven  other  pirates,  with  instruc- 
•tions  to  keep  the  ci-aft  with  the 
fleet.  After  a  short  c[-ui<e  ^df 
the  eastern  coast,  destroying  ves- 
sels and  detaining  crews,  the 
piratical      squadron  encountered 


stornjs,  and  it  was  determined  to 
return  for  a  cruise  off  Cape  Cod, 
where  the  prospect  for  their  work 
was  better.  But  their  cruise  was 
short.  The  pilot  of  the  wine  \"es- 
sel,  who  had  been  the  master  be- 
fore its  capture  by  the  pirates, 
having  become  exasperated  by  the 
ill  usage  of  Williams,  the  priza 
master,  who  kept  him  constantly 
at  the  helm,  ran  the  vessel  ashore 
while  Williams  and  his  crew  were 
intoxicated,  and  was  the  only  one 
of  the  ci'ew  who  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  shore  ali\'e.  The 
night  was  dark  and  windy,  the 
waves  ran  high,  and  it  was  re- 
markable that  the  pilot  escaped 
death.  The  Whidah,  following-  the 
wake  of  the  wine  vessel,  got  into 
the  breakers,  turned  bottom  up 
and  all  but  two  of  the  crew  lost 
their  lives.  The  other  vessel  was 
run  ashore  and  five  succeeded  in 
gaining  the  shore,  while  the 
others  constituting  tin.'  crew  were 
drowned.  The  pirates,  upon  reach- 
ing land,  sought  a  place  of  safety 
till  morning,  when  they  begar^ 
their  journey  to  Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  Doane,  Esq..  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  coun- 
ty, was  informed  of  their  passage 
tlu'ough  the  town  and  innnediately 
started  with  a  deputy  sheriff  in 
pursuit.  They  were  o\ertaken  arid 
arrested.  After  examination  they 
wei'e  committed.  'J"wo  days  aftei', 
another  pirate,  whu  had  managed 
to  get  ashore  from  thf  Whidah, 
was     found,    examined   and  com- 
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niiKed  foi*  trinl.  TIkv-..^  piraifs 
were  tried  at  Boston  in  Ortojipr 
I'ollowin^-,  ami  those  found  guilty 
were  executed.  Es(|.  Doane  al- 
teudevl  tli<^  ti-ial,  upon  file  eoni- 
maud  of  ■'His  Exeollency  Sanniel 
Siiute,  Esq..  the  Governor  and 
Conn  ]  1  a  n  (J  e'  1'  -  i  n  -e  h  i  e  I, "  ai  i  d  S] )  e  n  t 
ten  days  tntin  iionie.  ft  ai>pears 
that  hi?  was  n*)f  remunerated  for 
his  tinie  and  cxpenst,'  initil  1727, 
when  upon  application  to  tlie 
Great  and  General  court,  an  or<ler 
was  i)ass(N|  t'oi'  liis  pay. 

Irinn.iMiiateiy  upon  rt'ceivinu-  in- 
telli.t^enice  of  the  destruction  ol 
the  pirate  vessels  in  the  sui-f  on 
tile  eastern  slioi-e.s  of  Eastiiann 
Gov.  Siiute  ordered  (\apt.  Cypi'ian 
Soutliack  to  proceed  to  the  place 
of  the  disaster  in  Itefialt  of  tfie 
government,  lie  took  passage  in 
the  sloop  Nathaniel,  hired  by  the 
government,  commanded  hy  Gapt. 
John  Sol,  -May  1.  The  next  day 
coming  to  anchor  in  "Cape  Cod 
liartior,"  a  whale  .hoat  was  oh- 
tained,  and  Ahissrs  Cutler  and  it- 
tie  of  his  pai'ty  were  sent  willioul 
delay  to  'J'ruro  to  get  horses  and 
proceed  to  the  wreck.  Ca})t. 
Southack  followed  the  next  day, 
May  3.  fie  found  upon  iiis  arrixal 
at  Truro  much  trouble  to  get  Ihe 
hoj'Ses  his  business  required,  tie 
spciit  some  little  time  at  the  house 
of  Thomas  l^aine,  Esq.,  in  making 
arrangtnn(Mds  for  his  Journoy,  et(\ 
Hi.ne  he  met  Air.  Caleb  llojikins, 
an  outspoken  old  settler,  grand- 
son   of    tile    stiu'dy    old  Pdgi'im, 


Stt'[)hon  Hopkins  of  the  Alayf lower 
ijand,  who  "very  much  affronted" 
him.  Erom  here  Capt.  Soulhack 
prv)ceeded  on  his  Joni'ney  to  East- 
ham,  where  it  appears  he  arrived 
iate  in  the'  afternoon.  At  the  place 
of  tile  w[-eck  he  found,  besides 
Cutler  and  Little,  Joseph  Doane, 
Es(i.,  and  at  least  two  hundi'ed 
men  on  the  sh<jre,  packing  up 
whate\er  was  of  any  \alue  that 
Moated  i']'nm  the  wrecks,  Many  of 
Ihese  men  had  come  fL'om  places 
twenty  miles  distant.  .  Capt. 
Soutlnick.  next  day  aftei'  his  ai- 
rual,  ixjsted  a  nolice  of  his  busi- 
ness and  ordei'ed  all  goods  taken, 
[lelongi ng  to  the  ^■esse!s,  to  be 
Dj'oucht  to  him  at  ^Ir.  William 
i^rown's  house.  'J'he  gooiJs  re- 
eo\ered,  Cai)t.  Soullia.ck  employed, 
men  tn  take  them  to  t^i'linus.uate, 
ii-oni  where  they  were  taken  fo 
Boston  by  (]apt.  Dogget  in  a  sloop. 
(Jreal  many  of  the  articles  picked 
up  were  in  a  veiy  liad  conditioij, 
vvliich  was  in  consequenee  of  tlie 
neavy  action  of  the  suj'f.  The 
poor  condilion  of  the  goods  gave 
rise  to  the  saying  often  heard 
since:  "Looks  as  it  it  c-une  out  'd' 
i >el lamy's  wreck." 

Capt.  Southack  while  at  this 
place  caused  tli.e  birrial  of  more 
ilian  one  hundred  men  that  came 
ashore  from  the  wrecked  \essels. 

It  is  stated  that  dni'iim'  his  \isit 
hei':>  Ca[)!.  Sontliack  weid  aeross 
i  he  CajH'  ill  a  wdnde  h()al.  In  tiie 
State  House  at  Boslon  I  here  is  an 
oil  I   map — "'J'he   Se'a    of   Xew  J^]ng~ 
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land" —  without  date  or  name  of 
publisher,  upon  which  is  outlined 
the  channel  in  which  he  made  his 
passage.  The  following  inscription, 
appearing  upon  the  map,  shows 
Capt.  Southack  was  respoiisihle  for 
the  outline  at  least:  "Tiie  place 
where  I  came  through  with  a 
w^hale  boat,  beiiig  ordered  by  ye 
Govern m't  to  look  after  ye  Pirate 
Ship  Whido,  Bellame,  connnand'r, 
cast  away  ye  2G  of  April  1717, 
when  I  buried  one  hundred  and 
Iw^o  men  drowned." 


The  passage  he  made  across  the 
Cape  in  his  wdiale  boat  was  doubt- 
less where  in  1804  Eastham  and 
Orleans  attempted  to  open  a  nav- 
igable canal  between  the  head  of 
Boat  Meadow  Creek  and  Town 
Cove,  but. which  failed.  The  chan- 
nel designated  upon  the  map  is 
certainly  in  the  locality,  ami  vvas 
probably  wliat  the  old  people  be- 
lore  Bellamy  came  called  ''Jere- 
miah Smith's  Gutter,"  or  Vvdiat  is 
now  sometimes  called  "Jeremiah's 
Gutter." 
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